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2025 Susan E. Kantor State
Individual Results

The Susan E. Kantor State Individual was hosted at Tennessee Tech
in Cookeville on November 15. The Tennessee Collegiate State
Championship took place alongside the Scholastic State Individuals
for the second time.

Congratulations to the winners of each section!

Primary: Sam Lepley

Elementary: Jasmine Lin

Middle: Athiyan Senthil Kumar

High: Armaan Singhvi

Collegiate: Henry Vance



Primary Results



Elementary Results



Middle School



High School



2025 TN State Collegiate
Championship Results



2025 Murfreesboro Chess Club
Championship Results
Submitted by: Norbert Thiemann

We had 18 players total, which ended up being perfect for having one
open section. There were no tie-breaks needed. The tournament



ended up being quite consequential due to several upsets, and some
significant rating gains.

Winners in order from left to right: 
Max Friedman, Ryan Cleveland 
Sparsh Waghmare, Rich Larmi, and Levi Hecht





Rich Larmi (1140) - Donald Burgess (1781)

Annotations by Rich Larmi

1.) Nc3 e5

2.) Nf3 Nc6

3.) d4 exd4

4.) Nxd4 Bc5

5.) Nxc6 bxc6

6.) e4 Ne7

7.) Bc4 Ng6

8.) Qe2 d6



9.) O-O O-O

10.) Be3 Bxe3

11.) Qxe3 Be6

12.) Bb3 d5

13.) Rad1 Qe7

14.) f4 dxe4

15.) f5 Bxb3

Diagram: Move 15 
After White's move

16.) axb3 Ne5

17.) f6 Qe6

18.) h3 Rfd8



19.) Nxe4 Rxd1

20.) Rxd1 {I had 3 min left, and Donald had 2 min. I agreed to a draw. I
think I had the advantage but was not sure I could force a win in the
time.}

Diagram: Final move

Memphis Chess News
Submitted by: Mike Shuey

Checkmate Memphis, October 4th, 2025

Chess in the Park collaboration with Memphis Parks at Peabody Park
was a blast! Memphis Parks brought food for 60, and Memphis Chess
Club brought 3 dozen additional pastries and plenty of coffee. Thanks
to Tramain Stewart and Whitney Wallace from Memphis Parks for
organizing this event! They will be meeting at Peabody Park for chess

https://www.facebook.com/ParksMemphis


weekly 10am-12pm noon for chess on Tuesdays!

Players brought their game, and in the USCF Rated section, Townes
Buford took 1st place 3.5/4 undefeated, with Ghanishth Awasthi and
Jacquez Johnson and Aniketh Roshan tying for 2nd with 3/4! 
In the Unrated section, after Leon Fitzpatrick noted with 2/2 the players
were getting cooked, it turns out Elli Tseng was doing the cooking, not
Leon! Elli walked away winning every game with 4/4, Noah Brahm
came into 2nd with 3/4, and Leon squeezed by on tiebreaks snagging
the 3rd place trophy with that 2/2(Devin Dowell and Krishil Sai
Konchada also tied for 3rd with 2/2!).

For the blitz, Owen McDevitt struck back going undefeated with 4.5/5
(the tournament director scoring the only draw...rigged they said!!) and
snagging the first place trophy! Jasim Jainudeen and Townes tied for
second!

Finally for the unrated blitz, Elli walked away with the trophy, scaring
all of her opponents home!

Congrats Everyone!

Some photos taken by Ernest Smith and LeAndre Gibson

https://www.facebook.com/townes.buford
https://www.facebook.com/jacquez.johnson.146




2025 Memphis Open, October 25th and 26th, 2025

Congratulations to John Nguyen, who won the 2025 Memphis Open
with 5 out of 5! Stellar! This also qualifies John to play in the Memphis
City Championship!

Rafi Chowdhury and Ghanishth Awasthi tied for 2nd, each with 3.5/5. 
Ghanishth and Rafi then played playoffs for a slot of the Memphis City



Championship, and Ghanishth came out on top with 2/2, so Ghanishth
will be invited to the Memphis City Championship!

In the Reserve section, Kaishav Shelat scored 4/5 going undefeated
and achieving 1st place alone!

Mike Shuey came in clean 2nd place with 3.5/5, also undefeated! 
Thomas Walker and Nitin Baligar tied for 3rd with 3/5.

In the Memphis Amateur City Championship section, Aniketh Roshan
is your 2025 Amateur Memphis Champion, scoring 4/5, undefeated!

There was then a 3 way tie for 2econd with 3.5/5, between Curt "Curt
Cold" Johnson, Oskar Mulqueen, and Beau Turner. Congrats! (Curt
achieved this despite missing his entire first round and coming up from
being down a full point!!)





2025 Mid South Open(65th annual), November 29th and 30th

Congratulations to the winners of the 65th Midsouth Open! We had 67
players! (Yes, 67, 6-7, 6-7-6-7-6-7...)

International Master Ron Burnett came back to win it once again, with
Alain Cierna Rodriguez, the top U2201 in 2nd, Mike Shuey Top U2001
winning the Top U2001 plaque in 3rd, and Greg Turner winning the
Top U2001 money in 4th!

In the U1801 Reserve Section Faron Miller tied with Sachleen Singh
with the plaque going to Faron, and in 3rd place a 3 way tie between
Thomas Walker, Charles Dong, and Jack Calder, with the Top U1601
plaque going to Thomas!

In the U1401 Amateur Section, Jasmine Lin crushed the competition
with 5.5/6 for 1st place! She was the top performing female for
tournament with a 1552 performance, sending her rating above 1400
from under 1300! Jasim Jainudeen scored 2nd place with 4.5, and
there was a 4-way tie between Brandon Langford, Liam Fitzpatrick,
Aniketh Roshan, and Rushitha Bezawada, with the plaque going to



Brandon.

In the U1001 Novice Section, Dustin Rumsey walked with 5.5/6 for
1st! Vhiaan Nadella and Austin Welch tied for 2nd with 4.5, with Austin
taking home the Top U801 prize and plaque! Top Unrated players
were tied with 3.5/6, Caleb Hammon and Leon Fitzpatrick, with Caleb
taking home the trophy!

Finally, Clayton Thrasher won the top <21 Junior with a performance
of 1988 and 3 points, and Gary Pylant won the Top 65+ performance!
Jack Calder also walked away with a 489-point Upset prize!

Thanks to everyone for playing, and Jerika for directing! Looking
forward to next year's being FIDE rated!

Results

https://ratings.uschess.org/event/202511300303












Memphis City Championship and Reserve Championship,
December 13th-21st

Your 2025 Memphis City Champion Peter Pritchett and Reserve City
Champion Kaishav Shelat. Mr. Pritchett went 5.5/6, only suffering a
draw from Mike Shuey, and it is his 3rd time as City Champ. Mr.
Shelat went undefeated 3/3!



Tentative Memphis Bluff City Open and Banana Ball Bonanza

Save the dates! Next year's Bluff City Open will be held the same
weekend as Banana Ball! March 7th and 8th! We will be planning to
allow players to the roof to watch the game live!



Mike's Meme

Spring Hill Weekly Tournament



Letter from the President
Dear Members and Friends,



As we reach the conclusion of another incredible year, I find myself
reflecting on the remarkable growth and spirit of our chess community
across the state. 2025 has been a year of strategic moves, both on
and off the board, and I am deeply grateful for the dedication each of
you has shown to the game we love.

Our scholastic program remains the heartbeat of our organization.
Throughout this past year, we have seen an inspiring level of
participation in tournaments from the local to the state level. The
focus, sportsmanship, and intellectual growth displayed by our young
players continue to be the highlight of my role.

I want to extend a huge congratulations to all our scholastic players
who competed this year. To those who brought home trophies,
reached new personal bests in their ratings, or simply showed up to
represent their schools with pride—your hard work is the foundation of
our future. Seeing our state's talent shine on every stage is a
testament to the dedication of the players, as well as the coaches and
families who support them.

None of these successes—the tournaments, the club meetings, or our
committee progress—would be possible without our volunteers,
parents, and educators. Thank you for the countless hours you spend
transporting players, setting up boards, and mentoring the next
generation of thinkers. Your "behind-the-scenes" work is what makes
our collective success possible.

As we move into the holiday season, I wish you and your families a
time of rest, joy, and perhaps a few friendly games over the break.

We have ambitious plans for 2026, including expanding our support
for educators and hosting even more inclusive events to reach every
corner of our state. I have no doubt that with this community’s
continued passion, 2026 will be our greatest year yet.

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

Warmly,



Christina Mullinax

President of the Tennessee Chess Association

Bids and Announcements
Are you interested in hosting and organizing one of these upcoming
tournaments?

The Tennessee Chess Association is responsible for several State
level events each year. The Tennessee Open, Winter Open, Senior
Open, All-Girls Championship, and Home School Championship.
These events are open for outside bids if a person or organization
wishes to host one of these events on our behalf, either by just
providing a venue or taking full responsibility of the event. Please use
the link below, which will also be posted on our Tournament Calendar,
to submit your application to support these events.

Submissions will be reviewed by the Tournament Committee who will
then make a recommendation to the Board of Directors to be voted on.
The Board reserves the right to make final decisions for these events.

Bid Form here

Questions or comments can be sent to the Tournament Coordinator,
Danny Mullinax dcmullinax@gmail.com

▪ TN
Open:
Target
date
Labor
Day/September;
BID
DUE:
Feb
1

▪ TN

https://forms.gle/MXXvJqJSicwRTr1p6
mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com


Home
School
State
Championship:
Target
date
November;
BID
DUE:
Feb
1

▪ TN
Winter
Open:
Target
date
weekend
of
MLK
Jr
day/January;
BID
DUE:
June
1

▪ TN
All-
Girls
State
Championship:
Target
date
April;
BID
DUE:
Nov
1

▪ TN
Senior
Open:
Target
date
May:
BID
DUE:
Nov



1

Team Tennessee
Looking for more games? Join Team Tennessee on chess.com
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee and help your state in
the US Chess League and other team events!

Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame Call
for Nominations

If you know someone deserving of recognition for their chess
greatness, please nominate them for the Tennessee Chess Hall of
Fame and Recognition Awards.

Use these links for more information about the Tennessee Chess Hall
of Fame and Recognition Awards.

Please send nominations with supporting materials to the Tennessee
Chess Hall of Fame Committee no later than March 30, 2024.

Top 10 Tennessee Chess

https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee
https://tnchess.us/tca-home/138-2/
https://tnchess.us/tca-home/tca-recognition-awards/
mailto: tiffany.elliott@comcast.net, regioniii@aol.com, rburn2500@aol.com, lsdick@tds.net, southaven@gmail.com


Players
1.) IM Jake Kleiman 2480

2.) GM Alexander Fishbein 2476

3.) FM Alexander King 2378

4.) NM Graham Horobetz 2336

5.) NM Forest Chen 2322

6.) IM Ron Burnett 2304 NM Andrew Whatley 2303

7.) NM Andrew Whatley 2303

8.) NM Mitch Fishbein 2286

9.) NM Dean Bruce Lee 2281

10.) NM Jose Fabian Benito Colmenares 2272

Recently Rated Current US Chess Members are shown. For more US
Chess Top 100 Rating Lists, visit www.uschess.org

Tennessee Chess Patrons
The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the current Patron and Life
Members. Without their contributions, much of what the TCA
accomplishes would not be possible. Thank you Patrons!

TCA Patron Members:

▪ THE
KLEIMAN
FAMILY

http://www.uschess.org/component/option,com_top_players/Itemid,371/


▪ PAUL
SEMMES

▪ DESTINI
HAROLD

Life Members:

▪ R.
K.
SHIMABUKURO

▪ PAT
KNIGHT
SMITH

TCA Membership
The Tennessee Chess Association appreciates those who help
sponsor the game and offers tax-deductible memberships to Patrons
beginning at $100 per year. Membership for all levels will be for 12
calendar months (including the month membership is paid). To check
your membership expiration, please visit our Current Members Page.
Renew or join for as little as $10 per year. Membership is required for
participation in all TCA-sponsored chess events except certain
scholastic-only competitions but even if you're not an active player,
your membership helps support our mission: To broaden and develop
chess as art and recreation as a significant element of culture in the
state of Tennessee. To initiate programs, conduct tournaments and
matches and to employ methods that will tend to promote the literary
and educational benefits to be derived from the game of chess. To
receive donations from the general public to enable the Association to
conduct chess matches and tournaments and to award trophies and
prizes to successful contestants. TCA is a 100% volunteer-run
organization so your donation and membership is 100% going to
support Tennessee chess. Thank you for your support!

https://tnchess.us/membership/current-tca-members/


Click Here to Renew or Become a TCA Member Today!

Tennessee Chess Calendar
2025 Upcoming Events

Postponed TBD – Middle Tennessee Scholastic Chess Championship
@ Central Magnet School, Murfreesboro

January 10 – Johnson City Open & Scholastic @ Mulligan’s Gaming
Pub, Johnson City

January 17-18 – TN Winter Open @ TN Tech University, Cookeville –
> Register Online Now

January 31st – Farragut High School Scholastic @ Farragut High
School, Knoxville –> Register Online Now

February 21 – L&N Stem Academy PTSA Scholastic @ L&N Stem
Academy, Knoxville

February 28 – March 7 Tentative Regional Team Scholastics (Save
the Date)

March 21 – Team Scholastic State Championship @ TTU, Cookeville

March 28 – Collegiate Team State Championship @ TTU, Cookeville

Out-of-State Events of Interest

Weekly Online Events

Mondays Murfreesboro Monday Team Battles @ at 7:00 PM CST
https://lichess.org/team/murfreesboro-chess-club

Last Sunday of Each Month Murfreesboro Classical Swiss

https://tnchess.us/membership/become-a-member/
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Johnson-City-Chess-CLub-Presents.pdf
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Winter-Open-Flyer.pdf
https://tnchess.us/events/2026-tn-winter-open/
https://www.reg4chess.com/flyers/9824_FHS Flyer 2026.pdf
https://www.reg4chess.com/register.asp?tid=9824
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/LNChess_flyer_2025-1.pdf


Tournament @ Online at 3:00 PM CST Join the club on chess.com

Have an Event to Share to this List? 
To add your event to this list, please email flyer or pertaining details to
TCA Tournament Coordinator: dcmullinax@gmail.com To include your
event on our front homepage sidebar, TCA membership must be
required for in-state players or it must be a scholastics only event.

Upcoming Event Flyers

mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com








2023 - 2024 TCA Board of
Directors
President: Christina Mullinax, clmullinax@lenoircityschools.net

Vice President: Alan Kleiman, akleiman12@gmail.com

mailto:clmullinax@lenoircityschools.net
mailto:akleiman12@gmail.com


Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com

Scholastic Coordinator: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@gmail.com

Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com

News Coordinator: Sarena Bemis, bemissarena@gmail.com

Internet Coordinator: Michael Robertson, myk.robertson2@gmail.com

Tournament Coordinator: Danny Mullinax, dcmullinax@gmail.com

East Tennessee Director: Natosha Authier, nmauthier@gmail.com

Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com

West Tennessee Director: Mike Shuey, shueybalooey@gmail.com

The Tennessee Chess News is the official publication of the
Tennessee Chess Association. Please share, distribute, and post this
TCA publication as desired. For more reading and historical exploring
all the way back to 1959, visit our Newsletter Archive. To share your
own TN chess news, photos, events, games, etc., please email
Newsletter Coordinator, Sarena Bemis. A very special thanks goes
out to each of our contributors who volunteer their time to make each
issue special! It takes the whole state working together to make this
newsletter what it is. Thank you for reading and for supporting the

mailto:TCAnews@aol.com
mailto:PaulSemmes@gmail.com
mailto:Regioniii@aol.com
mailto:bemissarena@gmail.com
mailto:myk.robertson2@gmail.com
mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com
mailto:nmauthier@gmail.com
mailto:rburn2500@aol.com
mailto:shueybalooey@gmail.com
https://tnchess.us/home/newsletter-archive/
mailto:bemissarena@gmail.com


Tennessee Chess Association!
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