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A Summer of Nonstop Chess
Submitted by: Alexander Fishbein

Moving to Tennessee in 2021 allowed me to play chess a lot, as I was
able to work remotely and no longer had to contend with a hectic East
Coast lifestyle and commute. For the last 4 years, I have 
averaged more than 100 classically-rated games a year. Even by that
standard, my schedule this summer was unusual. I played in six
tournaments almost directly one after the other: 42 games in 8 weeks!



The first and most important competition was the 2025 U.S. Senior
Championship in Saint Louis, a 10- player round robin in which almost
all my opponents were legendary grandmasters. People like Joel
Benjamin, Gregory Kaidanov, Alex Shabalov and others not only are
my friends and rivals, but also have over the years taught me many
things about chess. However, even against these legends, I felt I had a
chance. I have been playing more and finding new ways to try to
improve my game. In the last year, I took some time off from my
finance career to focus on becoming a better chess player.

When I was growing up, my chess style was intuitive and positional.
Anatoly Karpov was my favorite player, and I often tried to squeeze
my opponents. I didn’t like calculating complicated variations and was
not very effective at attacking the king. Later, my style began to
change as I tried to overcome these deficiencies, but I still had
miserable scores against players like Shabalov and Kaidanov, who
excelled in calculation.

As we get older, our relative strengths and weaknesses evolve. To
gain an edge over my opponents, I did some targeted work at
improving calculation and visualization skills, which typically decline
with age unless you intervene. I created a series of exercises for
myself in which I would critically assess analysis published in pre-
computer books, without playing it out on the board. In general, I tried
to analyze as many positions as I could without moving the pieces,
hoping that it would help me better visualize variations during a game.
Equally importantly, I felt that my frequent tournament activity,
especially against much younger opponents, would improve my
stamina during a game.

It usually takes a long time for chess training to yield results, but
during the U.S. Senior, I felt had gathered the ingredients for success.
In several games, I found myself able to calculate long variations
without getting confused. One of the best examples was my third-
round win against Larry Christiansen, in which I had to precisely work
out a combination with just a few minutes on my clock. You will see
the finish of that game in Chess Life in the next month. After that, I
also defeated Kaidanov and Shabalov (each for the first time ever),



and then Benjamin. At the end of nine rounds, I emerged in a first-
place tie with Alex Shabalov and Vladimir Akopian with 5.5 out 9. In
the rapid playoff the next day, I won against Alex and drew against
Vladimir. To everyone’s surprise (and even my own), I was the
champion! It was the biggest achievement of my entire chess career.

Next up was the Irwin Senior Tournament of Champions in Madison,
Wisconsin, for which I had qualified by winning the Tennessee Senior
in May. I was probably the pre-tournament favorite there but after the
U.S. Senior, I was worried about a letdown. However, I was in
excellent form here. Below, you will see my best game there, against
IM Matros, where I attempted to calculate a mating attack far ahead. I
tied for first with IM Stuart Rachels and had the better tiebreaks.

Next came the US Open, in which I had to play the 4-day schedule
with a half-point bye (the tournament overlapped with the Irwin). I won
6 games but lost to two strong GMs, including the winner, Dariusz
Swiercz. I had a few days’ break before the Washington International.
Although I didn’t win a prize there, I was happy with my result of 5.5
out of 9. Totally exhausted, and experiencing headaches during
games, I still made it to board 4 in the last round. All my opponents
were much younger; many were teenagers. My FIDE rating went over
2400 for the first time since 2022.

My last two tournaments this summer were back home in Tennessee.
The grueling schedule finally caught up with me in the Nashville
Summer Classic. I was in bad form there: not an ideal situation when
playing against kids! I lost one game and drew three, including against
Adam Osborne, the talented 15-year-old Tennessee expert. It’s
important for me to play against young players – to teach them
something and learn something from them!

The Tennessee Open in Crossville found me in better shape to play
chess, and I was able to defend my state title. My son Mitch also had
a good tournament, finishing in a tie for second (although I would have
preferred him to win!), after his third-place tie in the Nashville
tournament.



Lastly, but most importantly: I am very grateful for the support and
encouragement from the Tennessee chess community, which I felt
during the U.S. Senior Championship and throughout my chess
journey this summer.

Alexander Matros vs. Alexander
Fishbein at Irwin Senior
Tournament of Champions
1.) d4 Nf6

2.) c4 c5

3.) d5 b5

4.)cxb5 a6

5.) bxa6 e6 {This has been the recent trend. The Benko Gambit with
5...g6 is not well regarded by computer engines.}

6.) Nc3 exd5

7.) Nxd5 Bxa6 {The main lines here are 7...Be7 and 7...Nxa6.}

8.) Bg5?! {This move would be correct if the knight had captured on
a6, but here it helps Black. My a6–bishop is making it difficult for White
to castle, and now he will have to waste more time with his dark-
square bishop.} 8...Be7

9.) Nxe7 Qxe7

10.) e3 Bxf1

11.) Kxf1 h6

12.) Bxf6 {After 12.Bh4 White would not be able to play g2–g3



because the bishop would get trapped.} 12...Qxf6

13.) Qd2?! {Too optimistic. The white queen is better off covering the
f3–square, which can become vulnerable after g2–g3. After 13.b3 Nc6
14.Nf3 Nb4 15.g3 Rxa2 16.Rxa2 Nxa2 17.Kg2 White has completed
development at the cost of a pawn, with equal chances.} 13...0–0

14.) Ne2 {14.Nf3 is more harmonious, even though the king will then
have to hang out on e2 for a while.} 14...d5

15.) f3?! Nc6

16.) Qxd5? {This is really asking for it. After 16.Kf2 Black is better, but
White can defend.} 16...Rfd8! {I thought for a long time here, at least a
half-hour, and calculated a long variation with a rook sacrifice. My
calculation was not quite correct but close. Most of that time was
spent coming terms with the fact that I should now play for the attack
instead of just recovering the sacrificed pawns. After 16...Qxb2?
17.Kf2 Nb4 18.Qb3 Rxa2 19.Qxb2 Rxb2 20.Rhb1! the game would
likely peter out into a draw.}

Diagram: Move 16
(White's Move)



17.) Qxc5 Ne5! {White's king will not find a refuge on f2.}

18.) Nd4 Rac8!

19.)Qa7 {During my long thought, I was considering 19.Qb519...Rxd4
(This is how you can tell I was not an attacking player by birth! It's not
necessary to look for a forced win here, as the white pieces are so
undeveloped that the attack just plays itself. For example, 19...Ng4
20.Qd3 Nxe3+ 21.Qxe3 Rxd4 22.Rc1 Rcd8 and the white king has no
chance to escape.) 20.exd4 Nxf3! 21.gxf3 Qxf3+ 22.Kg1 Qe3+
(Initially I had only seen 22...Rc2? but now White survives with
23.Qb8+! Kh7 24.Qg3 A couple moves into the line, I had found the
right finish here.) 23.Kf1 Qf4+! 24.Kg1 Rc2 25.Qe8+ Kh7 26.Qe1
Qxd4+ 27.Kf1 Qd5! Mate is imminent. A nice variation, but, as I
mentioned, unnecessary.} 19...Qg6

Diagram:
Calculated Move 19
(White's Move)

Diagram:
Calculated Move 27



20.) h4 Qd3+

21.)Kf2 21...Rxd4! {The final combination is not surprising. The white
king is alone against a queen, rook and knight.}

Diagram: Move 21
(White's Move)



22.) exd4 Rc2+

23.) Kg3 Qg6+ 23...Rxg2+ {24.Kxg2 Qe2+! also leads to mate.}

24.) Kf4 Nd3+

25.) Ke3 Qe6+!

26.) Kxd3 Qe2 mate

Diagram: Final
Position - Black
wins

2025 Peter P. Lahde TN Open
and State Championship
Results
Submitted by: William Flynn and Natosha Authier

Local standout,



Lyric Authier (CC
Highschool
champion), playing
against TN #2 rated
player and multi-
state champion,
Graham Horobetz,
in round 1 of the
tournament.

Grandmaster Alex
Fishbein, reigning
US Senior
Champion and
multi time TN Open
winner, pictured
center.

Chief Tournament
Director, Kyle
Johnson (left)

TN Champion,
Grandmaster Alex
Fishbein (center)

1st Place



Challenger, Prithve
Pratheep (right)

The tournament ran 3 days, Sept 5-7, at The Center in Fairfield Glade.
We had 72 players, mostly Tennesseans but it was a regional contest
as Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, Ohio, and North Carolina were all
represented. I mentioned above but it may be important, TN’s
Grandmaster Alex Fishbein is the reigning US Senior (50+) Champion.
We are always honored to host a tournament with him playing. He’s a
great sport and very kind gentleman.



We had players as young as the 2nd grade and old as 88 years
competing against each other.

The tournament was hosted by the Cumberland County Chess Club
and the TN Chess Association. Thank our sponsors: East TN Ford,
East TN Dodge, Flynn Sign Co Inc, Hello Nation, and Remax Finest.

Results Championship





Results Challenger





2025 TN Open Blitz Results



2025 Battleground
Murfreesboro
Submitted by: Norbert Thiemann

Due to some generous donations it was a very special Battleground
this year, because we were able to give away two quality Civil War
Chess Sets for the Greatest Upsets in both sections.

Pictured: Andrew Glass Kreshav Karthik (left)



MCC Champion, Adam Osborne won the Top Section outright with a
perfect score of 4.0, and Henry Vance clinched 1st Place in the
Amateur Section with the top score of 3.5 points. We achieved our
goal and were proud to payout the entire advertised prize fund. Many
thanks to TD Chris Prosser who ran a stellar event!



Notable Results (in order of greatest rating difference):

Michael Johnsey vs. Andrew Glass 0-1 447 pts.

Keshav Karthik vs. Michael Robertson 1-0 445 pts.

NM Bill Melvin vs. Sabrina Hoja 0-1 387 pts.

NM Bill Melvin vs. Seth Osborne 0-1 364 pts.

Ryan Davidson vs. Ryan Cleveland 0-1 363 pts.

Abigail Heinzer vs. McAnthony Tarway II 1-0 351 pts.



Adam Osborne vs. FM Todd Andrews 1-0 107 pts.

Rory Wasiolek vs. Hudson Doty ½-½

Adam Osborne (2104) - FM Todd Andrews (2211)

Round 4 Battleground Murfreesboro 08/16/2025

Annotations by Adam Osborne

1.) d4 c5!? { The Old Benoni seeks to reach a position where black
takes on a space deficit but seeks dynamic chances in return. }

2.) d5 Nf6

3.) Nc3 { White responds classically, not wanting to enter the mainline
with 3. c4. } 3... g6

4.) e4 d6

5.) Nf3 Bg7

6.) Bb5+!? { An interesting idea, trying to clog up black's development.
} 6... Bd7



Diagram: Move 6 White's Move

7.) a4! O-O (7... Bxb5 8. axb5 { This is the purpose of 6. Bb5+. If the
light square bishops are traded, white recaptures with the a-pawn,
physically stopping black's main pawn break in the position, ...a6-...b5.
Here white is looking for a quieter, more positional game where they
will have good chances of constricting black in this position. } (8.
Nxb5? Nxe4!))

8.) h3 { This is a very important move in the position because it
constricts black's light square bishop. Specifically, black cannot play
...Bg4, which would trade the light square bishop for the knight, giving
black more room for their pieces. With 8. h3, black will have trouble
finding homes for their pieces. } 8... e5?! { Black is trying to blend the
Benoni and the King's Indian Defense positions. }

9.) Nd2!? { White was trying to reroute the knight to c4, targeting the
soft d6-pawn. } (9. g4 { White could also consider this move because
white has not castled, meaning if black plays ...f5, then white can open
up the g-file and play Rg1, highlighting the weakness of the enemy
king. }) 9... Ne8 (9... Bh6?! 10. Nc4 Bxc1 11. Qxc1 { Yes, black has
traded off their "bad" bishop, but this leaves them with weak kingside



dark squares. })

10.) O-O f5

11.) exf5 gxf5

12.) f4 { Black's duo might look impressive—they have a dynamic
central pawn duo on the e- and f-files, but in fact they are quite
immobile. With white's last move, 12. f4, white is looking to fix (or
immobilize) black's pawns by provoking them to play ...e4. Now
playing ...e4 is doubled-edged—black gets a protected passed pawn,
but it will be blockaded with one of white's knights, and its base, the
f5-pawn, is quite weak. } 12... e4

Diagram: Move 12 White's Move

13.) Nc4 Kh8

14.) Qe2 { White wants to use the other knight to blockade the e4-
pawn. } 14... Rg8 (14... Bxc3? 15. bxc3 { By taking on c3, Black could
ruin white's queenside structure, but black's position would have weak



dark squares, especially once white gets their dark squared bishop on
the a1-h8 diagonal. })

15.) Nd1 Qh4 { Black appears to have a menacing attack, but actually
white's kingside is quite safe because black is only attacking with two
pieces, the queen and the rook. Also, black's minor pieces cannot
reach the kingside in time to facilitate an invasion. }

16.) Kh1! { With 16. Kh1, white calmly sidesteps any tactics down the
g-file. } 16... Bf6? { Black's position has lost some of their tactical play,
meaning they will be saddled with a weak f-pawn. }

17.) Nde3 Rg3

18.) Bd2! { White simply threatens Be1, pinning the rook to the queen.
} 18... a6

19.) Bxd7! { Thirteen moves later, the two light square bishops are
traded! } (19. Nb6 { This move does win an exchange, but black gets
too much dynamic pay with 19...axb5! } 19... axb5! (19... Ra7? 20.
Bxd7!) 20. Nxa8 Bxb2) 19... Nxd7

20.) Be1 (20. Nxf5?! Rxh3+!? 21. gxh3 Qxh3+ 22. Qh2 Qxf5 { While
white is up an exchange for a pawn, black will get dynamic play
against white's weakened kingside. }) 20... Ng7



Diagram: Move 20 White's Move

21.) Kh2 (21. Bxg3 Qxg3 22. Nxd6 { This was also winning. }) 21...
Rxe3

22.) Nxe3 Qh6 { Although white is up an exchange, converting this
position to a win will be challenging. }

23.) Bc3 { Trading attackers outweighs the damage to white's
structure. } 23... Rg8

24.) g3 Qg6

25.) Rg1 Nh5

26.) Qf2 { White is slowly consolidating their position by shoring up the
kingside. } 26... Bd4

27.) Rad1 Bxc3

28.) bxc3 Qf6



29.) c4 Rg6

30.) a5! { Although this position appears inappropriate for quiet
queenside play, this simple pawn move has deadly consequences:
white can now invade down the b-file, not allowing black to defend
with ...b6. } 30... Rg7

Diagram: Move 30 White's Move

31.) Rdf1 Rf7

32.) Rg2 { White gives their king luft on g1. } 32... Nf8

33.) Qe1 Ng6

34.) Qa1 { White trades the queens, releasing pressure on white's
kingside. } 34... Qd4

35.) Rd1 { Black longs to take on e3 but cannot because the queen is
pinned. } 35... Qxa1



36.) Rxa1 Ng7

37.) Rb1 h5

38.) h4 Ne5?! { This move still loses, but it is a practical try for black to
gain counterplay. }

39.) fxe5 dxe5

40.) Rf2 f4

41.) Rbf1 f3

42.) Re1 Ne8

43.) Nf1 Nf6

44.) Ne3 Kh7

45.) Kh3 Kg6

46.) c3 Ne8

47.) g4 Nd6

48.) Rg1 Rf4

49.) gxh5+ Kxh5

50.) Rg5+ Kh6

51.) Rxe5 { Here black gracefully resigns after losing one of their
passed pawns. } 51... Nf7



Diagram: Move 51 White's Move

52.) Re6+ Kg7

53.) Kg3! { For the simplest win, white forces the black rook away from
defending e4. } *



Diagram: Theoretical Final Position for simplest win

Murfreesboro Blitz Quick

Lakeway Open Results - Open



and Amateur



Johnson City Swiss Results
Johnson City Chess Club held it's first rated tournament with the help
of TCA on August 16 with an amazing 43 player turnout!

A special thank you to Mulligan's Irish Pub and Taylor Sy their Social
Media Manager for providing a tournament space and taking amazing
photos!







Results







TN Does Great at US Open!



Delegates Report

Chris Prosser, TCA Secretary and TN Delegate

Mike Shuey, TCA West TN Director and TN Delegate

Chris Prosser and Mike Shuey represented Tennessee at this years’



USCF Delegates’ meeting, and are providing this summary. If you
notice any errors, please contact Chris or Mike. Chris also attended a
few in-person USCF Committee meetings.

Committee Summaries

Scholastic Committee:

▪ Provisional
ratings
will
be
used
for
unrated
players

▪ Adding
k-
3
U/600
and
Unrated
section

▪ Considering
national
scholastic
in
Vegas

Senior:

▪ Mostly
discussed
a
65
team
and
stipends
for
it
****

Finance:



▪ US
Chess
lost
over
300,000,
but
made
it
up
thru
rainy
day
fund

▪ Super
Nationals
profited
$50,000
but
was
budgeted
to
profit
$450,000

▪ Next
two
years
budgeted
at
a
loss

▪ Loss
will
be
made
up
thru
unspent
computer
program
fund
unspent
last
2
years

Women’s Committee:



▪ 1st
US
Senior
Women’s
Championship
went
well

▪ ST
Louis
Chess
Center
will
host
Senior
Women’s
next
year

▪ Women’s
Grant
deadline:
Aug
16

▪ Discussed
National
Senior
over
a
particular
age

▪ Asking
States
to
train
Girls
and
Women’s
ambassadors
and
TD’s

Delegates’ Meeting Business, Key Results and Takeaways

▪ New
Alaska
State



Chapter
was
voted
in.

▪ New
State
Chapter
Challenge
rule
of
a
3
year
wait
failed
(state
chapters
will
continue
to
be
able
to
be
challenged
yearly)

▪ New
blitz
chess
rules
withdrawn,
though
a
TN
representative
has
encouraged
the
TX
representative
and
sponsor
to
continue
this
effort.



These
rules
were
failed
with
desire
to
change
one
thing
at
a
time,
rather
than
most
everything
in
one
go.
These
rules
would
pare
down
the
rulebook
and
add
clarity,
without
any
actual,
substantial,
material
changes.

▪ Free
TLA
for
senior
and
Women’s
event
passed.

▪ Strengthening
nominating



committee
recommendations
failed
(it
was
proposed
to
mark
on
ballots
which
candidates
were
recommended
by
nominating
committee)

▪ Tougher
residency
rules
for
invitationals
were
passed.

▪ New
correspondence
rules
will
be
voted
on
again
next
year
to
pass(the
rules
changes
proposed
require
either
2/3s
for
2
years
of



votes,
or
85%
for
instantaneous
implementation.
The
rules
passed
this
year
the
2/3s
but
failed
the
85%)

▪ Adding
an
additional
65+
Senior
national
team
failed
(this
was
around
having
additional
teams
with
names
referencing/designating
the
US/USA)

▪ Allowing
the
US
Open
to
schedule
rounds
during
the
Delegates’



Meeting
passed
narrowly.
TN
unanimously
voted
against
this.
This
was
relatively
contested.
First
it
was
proposed
to
send
to
committee,
and
that
failed,
but
immediate
implementation
actually
succeeded.
In
the
future,
rounds
for
the
US
Open
can
now
be
scheduled
during
the
Delegates’
Meeting,
which
would



require
delegates
to
take
bye(s)
during
the
tournament
to
perform
their
duties.

▪ USCF
providing
appearance
fees
to
Senior
and
Women’s
failed,
due
to
“process”.
There
was
a
large
concern
this
could
set
precedent
for
funding
in
the
future;
where
funding
like
this
is
not
particularly
part



of
the
Delegates’
Meeting
process.

Memphis Chess News







Mike's Meme



Letter from the President
Dear Tennessee Chess Community,

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude for the tremendous
success of this year's Tennessee Open. It was truly inspiring to see so
many players competing and representing their communities.

A special thank you goes to Cumberland County Chess Club for their
outstanding hospitality and for hosting the event. The venue and local
support were fantastic, and we truly appreciate all they did to make
the tournament such a positive experience for everyone.

Looking ahead, we're very excited for the upcoming Susan E Kantor
Scholastic qualifiers and finals in October and November. These



events are a vital part of our mission to grow the game and provide
opportunities for scholastic players across the state. We are grateful to
all the schools and to Tennessee Tech for graciously hosting these
upcoming tournaments.

Our success relies on the hard work of our organizers, coaches,
parents, and players. Your dedication to the game is what makes our
community so strong.

I look forward to seeing many of you on the chessboard again soon.

Sincerely,

Christina Mullinax

President of the Tennessee Chess Association

Bids and Announcements
Are you interested in hosting and organizing one of these upcoming
tournaments?

The Tennessee Chess Association is responsible for several State
level events each year. The Tennessee Open, Winter Open, Senior
Open, All-Girls Championship, and Home School Championship.
These events are open for outside bids if a person or organization
wishes to host one of these events on our behalf, either by just
providing a venue or taking full responsibility of the event. Please use
the link below, which will also be posted on our Tournament Calendar,
to submit your application to support these events.

Submissions will be reviewed by the Tournament Committee who will
then make a recommendation to the Board of Directors to be voted on.
The Board reserves the right to make final decisions for these events.

Bid Form here

https://forms.gle/MXXvJqJSicwRTr1p6


Questions or comments can be sent to the Tournament Coordinator,
Danny Mullinax dcmullinax@gmail.com

▪ TN
Open:
Target
date
Labor
Day/September;
BID
DUE:
Feb
1

▪ TN
Home
School
State
Championship:
Target
date
November;
BID
DUE:
Feb
1

▪ TN
Winter
Open:
Target
date
weekend
of
MLK
Jr
day/January;
BID
DUE:
June
1

▪ TN
All-
Girls
State
Championship:
Target

mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com


date
April;
BID
DUE:
Nov
1

▪ TN
Senior
Open:
Target
date
May:
BID
DUE:
Nov
1

Team Tennessee
Looking for more games? Join Team Tennessee on chess.com
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee and help your state in
the US Chess League and other team events!

Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame Call
for Nominations

If you know someone deserving of recognition for their chess
greatness, please nominate them for the Tennessee Chess Hall of

https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee


Fame and Recognition Awards.

Use these links for more information about the Tennessee Chess Hall
of Fame and Recognition Awards.

Please send nominations with supporting materials to the Tennessee
Chess Hall of Fame Committee no later than March 30, 2024.

Top 10 Tennessee Chess
Players
1.) GM Alexander Fishbein 2501

2.) IM Jake Kleiman 2480

3.) FM Alexander King 2375

4.) NM Graham Horobetz 2368

5.) NM Forest Chen 2322

6.) NM Andrew Whatley 2303

7.) IM Ron Burnett 2296

8.) NM Dean Bruce Lee 2282

9.) NM Mitch Fishbein 2280

10.) NM James L. Nguyen 2257

Recently Rated Current US Chess Members are shown. For more US
Chess Top 100 Rating Lists, visit www.uschess.org

https://tnchess.us/tca-home/138-2/
https://tnchess.us/tca-home/tca-recognition-awards/
mailto: tiffany.elliott@comcast.net, regioniii@aol.com, rburn2500@aol.com, lsdick@tds.net, southaven@gmail.com
http://www.uschess.org/component/option,com_top_players/Itemid,371/


Tennessee Chess Patrons
The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the current Patron and Life
Members. Without their contributions, much of what the TCA
accomplishes would not be possible. Thank you Patrons!

TCA Patron Members:

▪ THE
KLEIMAN
FAMILY

▪ PAUL
SEMMES

▪ DESTINI
HAROLD

Life Members:

▪ R.
K.
SHIMABUKURO

▪ PAT
KNIGHT
SMITH

TCA Membership
The Tennessee Chess Association appreciates those who help
sponsor the game and offers tax-deductible memberships to Patrons
beginning at $100 per year. Membership for all levels will be for 12
calendar months (including the month membership is paid). To check
your membership expiration, please visit our Current Members Page.
Renew or join for as little as $10 per year. Membership is required for
participation in all TCA-sponsored chess events except certain
scholastic-only competitions but even if you're not an active player,
your membership helps support our mission: To broaden and develop
chess as art and recreation as a significant element of culture in the

https://tnchess.us/membership/current-tca-members/


state of Tennessee. To initiate programs, conduct tournaments and
matches and to employ methods that will tend to promote the literary
and educational benefits to be derived from the game of chess. To
receive donations from the general public to enable the Association to
conduct chess matches and tournaments and to award trophies and
prizes to successful contestants. TCA is a 100% volunteer-run
organization so your donation and membership is 100% going to
support Tennessee chess. Thank you for your support!

Click Here to Renew or Become a TCA Member Today!

Tennessee Chess Calendar
2025 Upcoming Events

October 11 – Nashville Chess Center Scholastic – TBD

October 11 – Cumberland County Open – TBD

October 18 – 29th Annual Bradley County Chess Championship  –>
Register

October 25 – TN Region 1, 2 & 3 Scholastic Individual

November 1 – TN Region 4 Scholastic Individual

November 8 – Nashville Catholic Schools Tournament

November 15 – TN State Scholastic Individual Finals – TN Tech Univ

November 22 – Nashville Chess Center Scholastic – TBD

November 22 – Knoxville Open @ UT

December 6 – Nashville Chess Center Scholastic – Ensworth School

https://tnchess.us/membership/become-a-member/
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-29th-Annual-Bradley-County-Chess-Championship.pdf
https://bradleychess.org/tournament/
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Susan-E.-Kantor-Individual-1.pdf
https://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Susan-E.-Kantor-Individual-1.pdf


December 6 – Middle Tennessee Scholastic Chess Championship @
Central Magnet School, Murfreesboro

Out-of-State Events of Interest

Weekly Online Events

Mondays Murfreesboro Monday Team Battles @ at 7:00 PM CST
https://lichess.org/team/murfreesboro-chess-club

Last Sunday of Each Month Murfreesboro Classical Swiss
Tournament @ Online at 3:00 PM CST Join the club on chess.com

Have an Event to Share to this List? 
To add your event to this list, please email flyer or pertaining details to
TCA Tournament Coordinator: dcmullinax@gmail.com To include your
event on our front homepage sidebar, TCA membership must be
required for in-state players or it must be a scholastics only event.

Upcoming Event Flyers

mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com


















2023 - 2024 TCA Board of
Directors
President: Christina Mullinax, clmullinax@lenoircityschools.net

Vice President: Alan Kleiman, akleiman12@gmail.com

mailto:clmullinax@lenoircityschools.net
mailto:akleiman12@gmail.com


Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com

Scholastic Coordinator: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@gmail.com

Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com

News Coordinator: Sarena Bemis, bemissarena@gmail.com

Internet Coordinator: Michael Robertson, myk.robertson2@gmail.com

Tournament Coordinator: Danny Mullinax, dcmullinax@gmail.com

East Tennessee Director: Natosha Authier, nmauthier@gmail.com

Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com

West Tennessee Director: Mike Shuey, shueybalooey@gmail.com

The Tennessee Chess News is the official publication of the
Tennessee Chess Association. Please share, distribute, and post this
TCA publication as desired. For more reading and historical exploring
all the way back to 1959, visit our Newsletter Archive. To share your
own TN chess news, photos, events, games, etc., please email
Newsletter Coordinator, Sarena Bemis. A very special thanks goes
out to each of our contributors who volunteer their time to make each
issue special! It takes the whole state working together to make this
newsletter what it is. Thank you for reading and for supporting the

mailto:TCAnews@aol.com
mailto:PaulSemmes@gmail.com
mailto:Regioniii@aol.com
mailto:bemissarena@gmail.com
mailto:myk.robertson2@gmail.com
mailto:dcmullinax@gmail.com
mailto:nmauthier@gmail.com
mailto:rburn2500@aol.com
mailto:shueybalooey@gmail.com
https://tnchess.us/home/newsletter-archive/
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