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2023 Tennessee High School State Champion, Hemi Rambha
with TCA President, Christina Mullinax

2023 Susan E. Kantor
Tennessee
Scholastic K-12
Individual State
Championship Finals
Photo Credit: Danny
Mullinax

This event took place
November 18, 2023 at
Cumberland County
Community Complex in
Crossville, Tennessee.

High School Prize Winners

High School K-12 Results:

Middle School Prize Winners

Middle School K-8th Grade Results:

Elementary Prize Winners

Elementary K-5th Grade Results:

Primary Prize Winners

Primary K-3rd Grade Results:

Before Round 1

Congratulations to all the players for qualifying for this invitational
tournament and best wishes to our Tennessee State Representatives at
the 2024 US Open special events for State Champions coming up in July
in Norfolk, Virginia:

Denker- Hemi Rambha
Barber- Yi Sun
Rockefeller- Saeed Hoja

The Rating Report for the 2023 Susan E. Kantor Tennessee Individual
Scholastic K-12 Championship can be found at this link:
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202311181332.0

Chess Skirmish:
Lenoir City vs.
Sweetwater
Showdown!
By: Christina Mullinax

In a friendly chess match
that emphasized
sportsmanship and
camaraderie, Lenoir City
High School and
Sweetwater High School
recently came together for
an after-school scrimmage
on October 19th. Lenoir City
students made the journey
to Sweetwater, creating an
opportunity for young chess enthusiasts to showcase their strategic
abilities in a welcoming environment.

Under the guidance of
dedicated coaches, Coach
Christina Mullinax from
Lenoir City and Coach
Samuel Baker from
Sweetwater, the students
engaged in a captivating
display of chess talent and
tactical skills. As Samuel
Baker aptly stated, "This
was a great time for both
schools! My students got to
play against some more
experienced players and
learned a lot." These
friendly competitions not
only promote healthy
competition but also
provide valuable learning experiences for aspiring chess players. As we
applaud the promising chess talents on display, we eagerly anticipate
more such enjoyable encounters that enrich the chess landscape in our
region and nurture the growth of future chess enthusiasts.

2023 National
Chess Day
By: Arlene Kleiman

Shelby County
Chess celebrated
“National
Chess Day” at Grace
St. Luke’s School
with the solar
eclipse above, a
delicious cake on
the table, and especially with great chess players!

Rating Report at this link : http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?
202310149482.0

Memphis
Chess Club
Report
By: Mike Shuey

Memphis City
Championship
Results:

Congratulations to Peter Pritchett and Rafi Chowdhury for being
Memphis's 2023 City Chess Co-Champions! They went on to a second
round of playoffs for the Plaque and 2024's first City Championship
qualifying slot. Peter clinched it once again!

For the Reserve
Championship, Joseph
Allen and Joshua
Bailey earned the
titles, and in second
round of playoffs
Joseph scored the
trophy!

Selected Game of the 2023 Memphis City Championship
Turner vs. Shuey
Annotator- Mike Shuey
Site- https://lichess.org/study/xyVV5pTA/aG0ezbKP
ECO- B10 Opening- Caro-Kann Defense: Breyer Variation

1. e4 c6 (1... d5 2. Nf3 dxe4 3. Ng5 Nf6 4. d3 exd3 5. Bxd3 This is known
as the Inter Continental Ballistic Missile Attack, due to the tactic rough
tactic, for example... 5... h6 6. Nxf7 Kxf7 7. Bg6+ winning the queen.) 2.
d3 d5 3. Nf3 dxe4 4. Ng5 exd3 5. Bxd3

Diagram after 5. Bxd3 InterContinental Balistic Missile Attack after
Tennison Gambit after 5. Bxd3

This position, compared to the ICBM attack, is better for White in this line.
Observe Nf6 versus c6 being the key difference. Now Black either tries to
hang on to the extra pawn, or gives up the h pawn (which I probably
should have done) 5... Qa5+ but I noticed a few lines where I should be
able to hang on to the pawn with Nf6, and given time stabilize/consolidate
the position with White inaccuracies. (5... Nd7 6. Nxh7) 6. Nc3 Nf6 7. O-O
Bf5 8. Bc4?! The bishop has already moved. There are many other good
moves besides b4! (8. b4! We both missed this wild initiative-generating
move for white. 8... Qxb4 (8... Qe5 9. Re1 Qxc3 10. Bd2 Bg4 11. Qxg4
Nxg4 12. Bxc3) 9. Bxf5 Qxc3 10. Rb1) (8. Bf4) (8. Nce4) 8... e6 9. Re1
While 9...Be7 or Nbd7 are more principled, I decided to force the issue
due to not 100% knowing the best squares for the pieces. 9... h6 10.
Bxe6?! This sacrificial idea happens a lot in other Caro Kanns, so I'm
getting better at defending it. Here it's concretely/objectively bad, but
against a human 1700 probably dubious at worst. 10... fxe6 11. Nxe6
Bxe6 12. Rxe6+ (12. Qe2 I also thought this move was interesting. 12...
Qf5) 12... Kf7 13. Qe2 Nbd7 14. Bd2 Qf5!

Diagram after 14. Bf2 Qf5!

Diagram 15. Re1! Bc5! 16. Qc4!
Bxf2+! 17. Kh1 Nd5 18. Ne4?!
Kxe6!!

Diagram after 18. Ne4?! Kxe6!!

This is actually microscopically
worse than Qxe6, but I put in the
effort to analyze all the knight
moves. I found this easier to
analyze for some reason. I looked
at Qxe6 for a long while and
wasn't too happy.

Photo by: Mike Robertson

He's not aware his photo's
included, so it will be funny for him
to read after published. 19. Ng3+
(19. Nc3+ Bxe1 20. Qe2+ Kf7) (19.
Nc5+ Kd6 20. Nxb7+ Kc7 21. Na5
Nc5) (19. Nd6+ Kxd6) (19. Nf6+
Kxf6) (19. Ng5+ Kd6) (19. Rf1!? For
the record, I did look at this
inbetween move during the game.
19... Rhf8 20. Rxf2 Qe5) (19. Nxf2+
Kf7) 19... Bxe1 20. Nxf5 Kxf5 21.
Bxe1 This was where I wasn't
100% sure to be honest. So many
choices, and need to avoid losing
pieces. 21... Ne5 (21... N7f6! I was

concerned tieing the knights together might risk ideas of c4 later) (21...
Rhe8! This or Rae8 should have been candidates, making threats.) (21...
Rae8 Making threat while developing.) (21... Rhf8) 22. Qe2 (22. g4+!! Nxg4
23. Qd3+ Ke6 (23... Ke5)) 22... g5 Trying to allow my king to be behind the
pawns. 23. h3 Rae8 24. Qf2+ I wasn't too worried about the pawns,
because my e-Knight defends c6. 24... Kg6 25. Qxa7 Rhf8 26. Bg3 (26.
Qxb7? Rf1+ 27. Kh2 Rxe1) 26... Rf1+ 27. Kh2 Nf4 (27... Nf3+!! I started
seeing this idea a move or two later. I can't remember if I saw it here, but I
wasn't 100% sure it would work. 28. gxf3 Re2+ 29. Bf2 Rexf2+ 30. Qxf2
Rxf2+) 28. Bf2 h5 So now I'm just trying to play pressuring "improving
moves" before I try a knight sac on f3. (28... Nf3+ 29. gxf3 Re2 30. a3 for
example...I'm showing the checkmate pattern I missed 30... Rexf2+ 31.
Kg3 I saw this escape square, and missed the simple... 31... Rg2#) 29.
h4??

Puzzle after 29. h4?? Black to move and win!

And now a very
beautiful mate
pattern...

White resigned on
30...Ne2+ 29... Ng4+
30. Kg3 Ne2+ 31.
Kf3 (31. Kh3 Rh1#)
31... Nh2# (0-1)

The Rating Report
for the 2023
Memphis City
Championship can
be found at this link:

https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202312178632

Memphis 2024 Chess League Season 6 Results:

Chief Master Seargent Tom Woodrow Farris Jr. came
up with a performance rating more than 400 points
his current monthly published rating, winning 3 of his
4 games played over the last two months to sneak
by into 1st place! Well done!

Just as a reminder, Thursday night tournaments are
paired via a "Modified McMahon" pairing system.
Players are paired via Swiss method within pairing
score-groups, but score-groups are based on pairing
scores. Pairing scores are determined by a sum of (1)
current actual score, and, after players are ranked by rating, (2) a rating
score assigned on that order in increments of 1/2. This ensures that even
players who don't show up very often will get games closer than in a
traditional 100% Swiss based strictly on currenty tournament score. First
month is automatic 1/2 point byes, second months are zero point byes.
Come play with us!

Rating Report for Memphis Chess League Season Six can be found at
this link: https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202312282062

63rd MidSouth Open
Results:

Congratulations to Expert
and Candidate Master Hemi
Rambha for winning the 63rd
MidSouth Open, as well as
top performing Jr! In a 2-way
tie for 2nd and U2201 was
his brother Gnanadatta
Rambha, and Joshua
Campbell. In a 4 way tie for U2001, there was Mike Robertson, Greg
Turner, Sai Kesireddy, and Beau Sensing.
In the Reserve Section, Hugh Monteith came out with 1st! Carter Burgess
and Nicholas Salazar tied for 2nd and U1601, and 1400-rated James
Hamlett, all the way from Seattle, won the U1401 prize!

In the Amateur Section, Ghanishth Awasthi won clear 1st, with Nicholas
Bombelli and Ryan Call having tied for 2nd and Top U1001 and in a 3-way
tie for Top U801 were Evan Reinhardt, Andrew Mao, and Saketh
Segavalu. Andrew Mao took the Upest prize as well, beating a player
around 350 points higher than himself!

Rating Report can be found at this link:
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202311265162.0

2023
Murfreesboro
Championship

Web Version  
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By: Norbert
Thiemann

It's hard to imagine a
more apt metaphor
than a tornado
watch emerging in
the middle of
Murfreesboro's
Championship on
December 9th, 2023,
which then lasted for
the duration. For the most part, the elders had to clutch onto their ratings
the best they could as the young
players stormed the boards!

The event brought out 23 eager members for 5 rounds, plus Rocklyn
Campbell, who graciously played as an extra player in Rounds 2 - 5. Ryan
Davidson took clear first, and seized the 2023 Champion's title. Saeed
Hoja, Hannah Osborne and Rich Larmi won the U1600, U1400, and
U1200 prizes respectively. Rich won in a decisive blitz tie-break
against Grant Stoehr on Thursday evening, December 15th, 2023. Hannah
Osborne also won a special medallion commemorating the Greatest
Upset Win in the tournament. Aside from those prizes, four chess books
and two $25 gift cards were raffled off.

Greatest Upset Selected Game
White: Maxwell Campbell
Black: Hannah Osborne

Opening: King's Indian Defense: Smyslov Variation 1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3.
c4 Bg7 4. Nc3 d6 5. Bg5 O-O 6. e3 c5 7. Be2 Qa5 8. O-O Bg4 9. h3 cxd4
10. Bxf6 Bxf3 11. Bxg7 Bxe2 12. Qxe2 d3 13. Qf3 Kxg7 14. Qxb7 Na6 15.
Qxe7 Nc5 16. b4 Qxb4 17. Nd5 Qb2 18. Qxd6 Ne4 19. Qf4 Nf6 20. Rfb1
Nxd5 21. cxd5 Qc3 22. Rc1 Qb2 23. Rcb1 Qc3 24. Rd1 Rac8 25. e4 Rc4
26. Rac1 Qd4 27. Rxc4 Qxc4 28. Qe3 Re8 29. f3 Qxa2 30. Qxd3 Rb8 31.
Qd4+ Kg8 32. d6 Rb2 33. Kf1 Rxg2 34. Re1 Rh2 (0-1)

Rating Report can be found at this link:
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202312093862.0

Post 2023 Murfreesboro Tal Celebration
By: Norbert Thiemann

The 2023 Murfreesboro Tal Celebration was a notable success! Under the
guidance of Tournament Director Chris Prosser, two sections unfolded on
Veterans Day, 11/11/2023. Despite falling one entry short of our 35-entry
goal, the prize fund was distributed in full.

Top winners were IM Ron Burnett with 3.5 points in the Top Section and
Saeed Hoja with 3.5 points in the Amateur Section. An in-between round
raffle heightened the event's excitement, offering two Amazon gift cards,
two digital clocks, and two books on Tal’s World Championship
performances. Post-event, the Best Game Prizes were awarded to Ryan
Davidson in the Top Section and Darbyn Cortez in the Amateur Section,
with judging conducted by the esteemed FM Alex King (please see games
below).

The Results:

Top Open Section-
1st IM Ron Burnett
2nd/3rd Ryan Davidson
2nd/3rd Yi Sun
Expert Charles Meidinger
Class A Brian Smith
Class A Athiyan Senthil Kumar
Class B Josh Salter
Best Game Prize Ryan Davidson

Amateur Section-
1st Saeed Hoja
2nd/3rd/Class D/Class E Weston Hano
2nd/3rd/Class D/Class E Richard Bryant
2nd/3rd/Class D/Class E Aarav Gosh
2nd/3rd/Class D/Class E Prithve Pratheep
Top Unrated Yousaf Khaliq
Best Game Prize Darbyn Cortez

Rating Report at this link: http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?
202311116262.0

What a Game!

2023 Tal Celebration - Best Game Contest
November 11, 2023
Submitted by: Norbert Thiemann
Judged by: FM Alex King

White: Sabrina Hoja
Black: Ryan Davidson
ECO D30 Opening Queen's Gambit Declined

Top Section 1. d4 e6
2. c4 d5
3. Nf3 Nf6
4. cxd5 exd5
5. Nc3 Bb4
6. Bg5 h6
7. Bxf6 Qxf6
8. e3 c6
9. Be2 O-O
10. a3 Bd6
11. h3

After 11. h3

Diagram 11... Qg6
12. Bf1 b6
13. b4 Be6
14. b5 c5
15. dxc5 Bxc5
16. g3 Nd7
17. Bg2

After 17. Bg2

Diagram 17... Rac8
18. Nxd5 Bxd5
19. Qxd5 Bxe3
20. Qxd7

Diagram after 20. Qd7

Diagram 20... Rfd8
21. Qg4 Qd3
22. fxe3 Qxe3+
23. Kf1 Rc2
24. Nd2 Rdxd2
25. Qf3 Rf2+
26. Kg1 Rxg2+
0-1

White: Jesse Trowbridge Jr.
Black: Darbyn Cortez
ECO C50 Opening Italian Game: Giuoco Pianissimo, Canal Variation

Amateur Section 1. e4 e5
2. Nf3 Nc6
3. Bc4 Nf6
4. Nc3 Bc5
5. d3 d6
6. Bg5 h6
7. Bxf6 Qxf6
8. Nd5 Qd8
9. Qe2 O-O
10. b4

Diagram after 10. b4

Diagram 10... Bxb4+
11. Nxb4 Nxb4
12. Qd2 c5
13. a3 Nc6
14. O-O Bg4
15. Qe3 Qf6
16. Nd2

Diagram after 16. Nd2

Diagram 16. Na5
17. Bb3 Qg6
18. c3 Nxb3
19. Nxb3 f5
20. f3 Bh3
21. Rf2

Diagram after 21. Rf2

Diagram 21... fxe4
22. fxe4 Rxf2
23. Qxf2 Rf8
24. Qe2 Rf4
25. Rf1 Bxg2
26. Rxf4 Bf3+
0-1

Letter from the President
Dear Tennessee Chess Enthusiasts,

I hope this letter finds you in good spirits and high chess enthusiasm. As
we continue our journey together in the vibrant world of chess, I'm
delighted to provide you with an update on recent happenings within our
chess community.

First and foremost, I want to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the
participants and winners of the recent Individual Regional Qualifiers.
These events were a resounding success, showcasing the incredible
talent and dedication of our Tennessee scholastic chess players. Their
hard work and passion for the game are truly commendable, and I'm
proud to have such a strong chess community in our state.

Following the qualifiers, the Susan E. Kantor Individual Scholastic
Championship, held in Crossville, Tennessee, brought together young
minds from across the state, competing in the spirit of camaraderie and
sportsmanship. Now, the state champions of their respective grade bands
will represent us at the national level. This is next generation of chess
enthusiasts honing their skills and fostering a love for the game, and we
eagerly anticipate their success on the national stage.

Next, I am thrilled to introduce Natosha Authier, our dedicated East
Tennessee Director. Natosha, a devoted stay-at-home mom, found her
passion for competitive chess when her son, Lyric, won his first
tournament in 2016. Fascinated by the game and its supportive
community, Natosha and Lyric embarked on a chess journey, with Lyric
becoming a top scholastic player in Tennessee. Natosha, inspired by
chess's cognitive benefits for young minds, now promotes scholastic
chess as the Publicity Coordinator for the Cumberland County Chess
Club and as the Chess Club Sponsor and PTA President at Glenn Martin
Elementary School in Crossville, TN. Her enthusiasm and commitment
enrich our chess community, and we're fortunate to have her on the board
as our East Tennessee Director.

Finally, I want to extend my gratitude to two individuals, Michael
Robertson and Danny Mulliax, in their efforts to enhance our online
platforms. Their diligent work has focused on continuous improvement,
including vital software upgrades, to keep our online resources up-to-date
and user-friendly. Furthermore, they have diligently worked on refining the
appearance and accessibility of our website, ensuring it is welcoming and
easy to navigate for all our community members.

As we move forward, I want to emphasize that your volunteer work,
feedback and involvement are invaluable to us. If you have suggestions,
ideas, or concerns about our organization or upcoming events, please
don't hesitate to reach out. Our chess community thrives on the collective
input of its members, and we are always eager to hear from you.

Thank you for your continued support, dedication, and passion for chess
in our great state. Together, we are building a bright and promising future
for Tennessee chess.

Sincerely,
Christina Mullinax
President, Tennessee Chess Association

Bids and Announcements

Are you interested in hosting and organizing one of these upcoming
tournaments? We need more tournament directors! Please send your bid
including all proposed event details and sample budget to the Board of
Directors to be considered.

DEADLINE: January 14, 2024
* 2024 Peter P. Lahde TN Open State Chess Championship

DEADLINE: September 1, 2024
* 2025 TN All-Girls State Championship
* 2025 TN Senior Open
* 2025 TN Winter Open
* 2025 TN Home School State Championship

Team Tennessee
Looking for more games? Join Team Tennessee on chess.com
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee and help your state in the
US Chess League and other team events!

Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame Call for Nominations

If you know someone deserving of recognition for their chess greatness,
please nominate them for the Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame and
Recognition Awards.

Use these links for more information about the Tennessee Chess Hall of
Fame and Recognition Awards.

Please send nominations with supporting materials to the Tennessee
Chess Hall of Fame Committee Chair no later than March 30, 2024.

Top 10 Tennessee Chess Players
1. GM Alexander Fishbein 2499
2. FM Alexander King 2399
3. Graham Horobetz 2364
4. IM Ron Burnett 2340
5. CM Forest Chen 2322
6. FM Peter Bereolos 2297
7. James Nguyen 2282
8. FM Todd Andrews 2256
9. Mitch Fishbein 2244

10. Jason Lee 2220

Recently Rated Current US Chess Members are shown. For more US
Chess Top 100 Rating Lists, visit www.uschess.org

Tennessee Chess Patrons

The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the current Patron and Life
Members. Without their contributions, much of what the TCA
accomplishes would not be possible. Thank you Patrons!

TCA Patron Members:
GARY GARNER
JULIA HAMILTON
THE KLEIMAN FAMILY
PAUL SEMMES

Life Members:
R. K. SHIMABUKURO
PAT KNIGHT SMITH

TCA Membership

The Tennessee Chess Association appreciates those who help sponsor
the game and offers tax-deductible memberships to Patrons beginning at
$100 per year. Membership for all levels will be for 12 calendar months
(including the month membership is paid). To check your membership
expiration, please visit our Current Members Page. Renew or join for as
little as $10 per year. Membership is required for participation in all TCA-
sponsored chess events except certain scholastic-only competitions but
even if you're not an active player, your membership helps support our
mission: To broaden and develop chess as art and recreation as a
significant element of culture in the state of Tennessee. To initiate
programs, conduct tournaments and matches and to employ methods
that will tend to promote the literary and educational benefits to be
derived from the game of chess. To receive donations from the general
public to enable the Association to conduct chess matches and
tournaments and to award trophies and prizes to successful contestants.
TCA is a 100% volunteer-run organization so your donation and
membership is 100% going to support Tennessee chess in action. Thank
you for your support!

Click Here to Renew or Become a TCA Member Today!

Tennessee Chess Calendar

2024 Events
January 4 2024 Jackson Weekly Quick Chess @ Perkins Restaurant and
Bakery, Jackson

January 6 - 7 2024 Nashville Scholastic City Championship @ Nashville
Chess Center

January 13 -14 2024 Tennessee Winter Open @ Cumberland County
Community Complex, Crossville

January 15 2024 MLK Jr. Chess Camp and Tournament @ Nashville
Chess Center

January 26 - 28 2024 Nashville Open City Championship @ Nashville
Chess Center

January 27 2024 Farragut High School Winter Scholastic @ Farragut High
School, Knoxville

January 27 Germantown Chess Club Founding Tournament @
Germantown Chess Club, Memphis

February 19 2024 President's Day Chess Camp and Tournament @
Nashville Chess Center

February 23 - 25 2024 Music City Open @ Millennium Maxwell Hotel,
Nashville

February 24 2024 Ron Seaney Memorial Scholastic Chess Tournament @
Percy Priest Elementary School, Nashville

Out of State Events of Interest
February 17-19 2024 World Amateur Team & U.S. Amateur Team
Championship East @ Parsippany, NJ

April 5-7 2024 National High School K-12 Championship @ Baltimore
Convention Center, MD

April 26-28 2024 National Elementary K-6 Championship @ Greater
Columbus Convention Center, OH

May 10-12 2024 National Middle School K-8 Championship @ Hyatt
Regency Atlanta, Georgia

July 27- August 4 2024 U.S. Open Championship @ Sheraton Norfolk
Waterside Hotel, Virginia

Weekly Online Events
Mondays Murfreesboro Monday Team Battles @ at 7:00 PM CST
https://lichess.org/team/murfreesboro-chess-club

Last Sunday of Each Month Murfreesboro Classical Swiss Tournament @
Online at 3:00 PM CST Join the club on chess.com

Have an event to share?
To add your event to this list, please email flyer or pertaining details to
TCA Tournament Director: dcmullinax@gmail.com. To include your event
on our front homepage sidebar, TCA membership must be required for in-
state players or it must be a Scholastics-only event.

Upcoming Event Flyers
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2023 - 2024 TCA Board of Directors

President: Christina Mullinax, clmullinax@lenoircityschools.net
Vice President: Alan Kleiman, akleiman12@gmail.com
Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com
Scholastic Coordinator: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@charter.net
Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com
News Coordinator: Tiffany Elliott, tiffany.elliott@comcast.net
Internet Coordinator: Michael Robertson, myk.robertson2@gmail.com
Tournament Coordinator: Danny Mullinax, dcmullinax@gmail.com
East Tennessee Director: Natosha Authier, nmauthier@gmail.com
Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com
West Tennessee Director: Mike Shuey, shueybalooey@gmail.com

The Tennessee Chess News is the official publication of the Tennessee
Chess Association. Please share, distribute, and post this TCA publication
as desired. For more reading and historical exploring all the way back to
1959, visit our Newsletter Archive. To share your own TN chess news,
photos, events, games, etc., please email Newsletter Coordinator, Tiffany
Elliott. A very special thanks goes out to each of our contributors who
volunteer their time to make each issue special! It takes the whole state
working together to make this newsletter what it is. Thank you for reading
and for supporting the Tennessee Chess Association!
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