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Seniors Enjoyed
Chess at Fair Park
By Alan Kantor

For whatever reason, the
players seemed to have a
great time at the Fair Park
Senior Center in
Crossville, Tennessee as
they participated in the
2023 Tennessee Senior
Open. The tournament
was sponsored by the city of Crossville, Fair Park Senior Center,
Tennessee Chess Association and the Cumberland County Chess Club.
The players had a choice of playing the two-day schedule with a faster
time control for the first two rounds or the traditional schedule with a
slower time control. From the very first pawn move to the blitz playoff at
the end, it was an exciting tournament to watch. With the amazing door
prizes before the round started it created a fun-filled atmosphere. Some of
the door prizes were Cumberland County Playhouse tickets, gift
certificates to the local winery, rounds of golf at Bear Trace Golf Course,
chess books and software from US Chess Sales as well as a strong
player, Sid Pickard.

Ron Burnett and Peter Bereolos

After the two-day schedule
merged with the traditional
schedule, things heated up a bit
with a ten-minute playoff
between International Master
Ron Burnett (2345) and FM Peter
Bereolos (2290)(see game
below). Burnett came out on top
to earn himself an entry into the
Tournament of Senior State
Champions in Dearborn,
Michigan this summer. Burnett
and Bereolos split first and
second with Burnett taking the
first place plaque on tiebreaks
and Bereolos getting the second

place plaque.

Ron Burnett and Alan Kantor Alan Kantor and Peter Bereolos

Alvin Pulley and Alan Kantor

Alvin Pulley (1970) came
away with the Class “A/B”
prize, while Scott Allen Lacy
(1208) and Phillip Taylor
(1501) had to split the Class
“C/D” prize. Rounding out the
class prizes saw Anthony
Craig (1023) grab the Class
“E/below” prize. 
Age plaques went to Paul
Semmes (1968) for top age
60-69, Fheopatrick Patterson
(1714) for top age 70-79, and
Phillip Taylor (1501) for top
age 80/older. See story about
Taylor’s chess career

following this report. Taylor celebrated his chess career by offering chess
t-shirts to anyone who wanted one (see picture).

Alan Kantor and Scott Allen Lacy Paul Semmes

Phillip Taylor and Scott Allen Lacy Paul Semmes vs. Christopher Ferrante

Alan Kantor and Anthony Craig Fheopatrick Patterson and Alan Kantor

Ron Burnett vs. Paul Semmes Peter Bereolos vs. Scott Allen Lacy

Ron Burnett vs. Scott Heller Terence Burnett vs. James Spicer

James Spicer vs. Mark Engelen Robert Poling vs. Paul Semmes

Fheopatrick Patterson vs. Victor Suich Donald Wade vs. Robert Poling

Selected Games from 2023 Tennessee Senior Open 
Submitted by Alan Kantor

White: IM Ron Burnett (2345) 
Black: FM Peter Bereolos (2290) 
Playoff Game 
05.14.2023 
King’s Indian Defense (E61)

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. Nf3 0-0 5. Bg5 d6 6. e3 Bf5 7. Be2
Ne4 8. Nxe4 Bxe4 9. 0-0 h6 10. Bh4 Qe8 11. Nd2 Bf5 12. Qb3 Bc8
13. f3 c5 14. Bf2 Nc6 15. d5 Ne5 16. h3 e6 17. f4 Nd7 18. e4 exd5
19. cxd5 f5 20. Nc4 Rf6

After 20. ... Rf6

Diagram after 20. ... Rf6. 
What about 20. ... Qxe4? 
21. Bh4 Qxe4 22. Bxf6 Nxf6
23. Rae1 Qxd5 24. Nxd6 Qxb3
25. axb3 Be6 26. Nxb7 Ne4
27. Na5 Nd2 28. Bf3 Bd4+ 29.
Kh1 Nxf3 30. Rxe6 Nd2 31.
Rfe1 Ne4 32. Rxg6+ Kf7 33.
Rc6 Bxb2 34. g4 Rb8 35. gxf5
Ng3+ 36. Kg2 Nxf5 37. Rc7+
Kg6 38. Re6+ Bf6 39. Rcc6
Nd4 40. Rxf6+ 1–0

White: Christopher Ferrante (1804) 
Black: FM Peter Bereolos (2290) 
2023 Tennessee Senior Open (5) 
05.14.2023 Vienna Game (C25)

1. e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. Qg4 g6 5. Qf3 Nf6 6. Nge2 Bf8 7.
d3 Bg7 8. Bg5 h6 9. Be3 d6 10. Nd5 Nxd5 11. Bxd5 0-0 12. c3 Ne7
13. Bb3 c6 14. d4 Qc7 15. dxe5 dxe5 16. Rd1 b6 17. 0-0 Kh7 18.
Qg3 f5

After 18. ... f5

Diagram after 18. ... f5. 
Equal game. 
19. f4 fxe4 20. Bc2 Ba6 21. Rf2
Bxe2 0–1

Phillip Taylor

CHESS, an Important
Facet of My Life
By Phillip Taylor 
3/22/2018

My first awareness of chess
began when Harold Wilson and
James Hendrix introduced me to
chess. They gave me a small
pamphlet on chess which
explained how the pieces moved
and it presented a little bit of
theory. For example, theory like
the four center squares of the
chess board are the “crossroads
of chess” and that the player
who manages to occupy and
control these four squares
usually controls the game.
Harold and James were eleventh
graders, and I was a tenth grader. The date was about 1952. They
challenged me to study the chess pamphlet over the weekend and
through the week and by the following weekend they would each play me
an instructive game. I won both games. They both got busy with girls and
tennis. As I recall, we never played another game.

Before Bobby Fischer made international news by beating the Russians
and becoming world champion, I knew very few people with any interest
in playing chess. After graduating high school, I spent two years in the
Army, then I spent time at the University of Alabama, then I invested a
little time doing small appliance and air conditioning repairs followed by
two years in Alabama cotton mills as a traveling over hauler. During these
eight years between about 1952 and April 1, 1960, I had found no one
with whom to play chess. On April 1, 1960, I was hired by Indiana Wire
Die Co., Inc. to manage a southern shop for them and sent to Fort Wayne,
Indiana for three months of training. My boss asked if I played chess. I
replied something like ‘I do know the moves and I think it is a fine game.’
Over the next few weeks, we played about eight games. I won them all.
My boss declared, “I do not play games I cannot win.” He never invited
me to play chess again.

I do not recall playing a single chess game during the next 14 years. I
spent about four years at Alabama Wire Die, Inc. and three years at
Indiana Wire Die Co., Inc. then founded my own company in Atlanta,
Georgia, designed and built my own production equipment, product, and
processes. Then after two years I moved my plant and equipment to my
hometown of Fayette, Alabama, built a new building, built a new home,
‘mentored’ four children, and incorporated my business in 1973, etc.

Out of the blue, in about 1980, I got a call from Charles Anthony. He was
considering founding a chess club. He asked, would I be interested? I
responded with an emphatic, yes! Charles thought we might have eight to
12 members and would meet weekly for an evening of chess. Most if not
all our members were far more experienced at chess than I was.
Therefore, my perfect record of no losses was at once trashed. This
opportunity to play chess came at the perfect time for me. I was almost
44 years old and had just had a profoundly serious operation to remove
bone spurs from my fifth vertebrae in the cervical area. I was feeling my
mortality and was looking for something to do that would be “just for
myself.” Chess seemed to fit the bill perfectly.

From 1980 through 1989 I played a great deal of tournament chess. I
played most of the time because I loved this game of analysis and
challenge. I studied chess for about two years during the 1980s. I wanted
to see if I had enough time, talent, and determination to achieve a master
rating. My conclusion was, possibly so, but for me it changed the game
from play to work. No thanks! My decision was, I will play chess for fun. I
did manage to win nine tournaments in Alabama and Mississippi. I also
won one in Dallas, Texas. As I remember it, my performance rating topped
out at 2335. It was in Dallas, Texas where I played one “C” player and one
“A” player and three candidate masters (experts). I beat them all. The
tournament director had combined sections and used accelerated
parings. I overheard a chess player inquire to the tournament director,
‘Why does he get the trophy? My score is the same as his.’ The
tournament director replied, “You didn’t play anybody.”

During the 1980s, I played hundreds of rated chess games. I played chess
from Massachusetts to Florida and west to Texas and many states in
between. In fact, one year I played 40 weekend tournaments. My late
wife, Fannie, finally gave me an ultimatum, “Phillip, it is either me or
chess!” Therefore, I played very little chess during the 19 years from 1990
to 2009 when I married my second wife, Marianne. Fannie had died in the
early fall of 2007 after we had celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary in
the spring of that same year. I then moved to metro Atlanta in 2009 to be
with my new wife, Marianne. Atlanta has a very strong chess community
and Marianne encouraged me to take chess up again. However, lately she
has developed doubts about her advice.

Charles Anthony and I still have a friendly but competitive chess history.
For instance: his peak published rating was 1917 and mine was 1914, and
he won clear first in the ‘Queen of Hearts Amateur’. I later won the trophy
for first place in the ‘Alabama Reserve State Championship’ but tied
another player in points. I won the Fayette Chess Club Championship a
couple of times. He later won the same championship. I did win it one
more time after Charles had won it, but I do not recall if he played. I do
not know what Charles’ top performance rating is, but I suspect that at
2335 I have him on that score. On one count he has clearly bested me. He
has sustained a genuinely nice rating. Once I stopped studying my rating
drifted down to 1776 in 1991. US Chess established floors in 1991.
Therefore, my rating is currently at my floor of 1500. On another count I
have him. I have played far more rated chess games than him and no
doubt I have lost far more rated games as well. Still, we like to play chess
with each other. We play when our paths cross and schedules permit.
Fun, fun, fun!

I am 81 years old, and I play chess. I support chess locally (Metro Atlanta
area.) I still play for fun but recently wondered if I might have more fun if I
won more often. My win loss percentage hovers around 40 percent.
Therefore, I once again started chess studies. At my age, I cannot yet say
if studying will improve my win loss percentage. I can say without a doubt
that the portal through which knowledge gets into my brain and psyche is
much smaller than it was when I was 16 years old.

4/28/2023 Postscript 
I am now 86 years old and still love chess. In 2021, I decided to become a
national chess master. Okay, go ahead, have a good laugh! But I
recognize three types of success: success as measured by societies’
values, success as measured by personal values, and success based on
involvement but not necessarily on accomplishment. A person may
achieve one or all of these success types.

My rating is still 1500 but I study all I can every day. 
My advice to my readers is to keep playing chess. It will add to your life,
and it may help you to live to a happier and very old age. However, you do
need to have a strong ego, because at this day and age you might lose to
a six-year-old.

Alan Kantor and Phillip Taylor, 2023 Tennessee Senior Open

2023 Harry D. Sabine Scholastic Team State
Championship Results

March 25, 2023 at Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville
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Middle School Teams Primary Teams

Middle School Teams Elementary Teams

Elementary Teams Elementary Playoff

Farragut Elementary School, 2023 Primary Team State Champions Farragut Elementary, 2023
Elementary Team State
Champions

Farragut High School Admirals, 2023 High School Team State Champions

Rating Report can be found at this link:
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202303256442.0-14729400

For Team Regionals Results, visit our homepage: https://tnchess.us

2014 Scholastic State Team Championship- Julia Green
Elementary vs. Eakin Elementary (Robert Cheng vs. Owen Irving
in the back)

A Thank You to
Chess
By: Robert Cheng

Walking into the third floor
classroom where Eakin's
afternoon chess club was
held by Coach Tiffany, I
couldn't imagine the
places this game would
take me or the deep
relationships I'd cultivate
with peers and coaches
over the next decade.
From long road trips to play in K-12 National Championships, to playing
pickup football on the NCC front lawn, these are memories that will last
for a lifetime. Chess has given me lasting friendships at Eakin, Meigs, and
Hume-Fogg where we've shared so much of ourselves through the board.
Chess has provided me with not only coaches, but mentors in Coach Ron
Burnett and Coach Todd Andrews. Most importantly, chess has provided
me with a purpose in sharing knowledge with others; I found my happiest
moments in chess not while playing, but teaching students through NCC
summer camps or their after-school programs. Having knowledge is
selfish-- it's sharing that knowledge that makes the ultimate difference in
the world. I would like to thank the TCA and NCC for making such a
profound impact in my life through chess, and continuing to influence
students like me by showing them the beauty in the game.

2023 Region III Team Championship Montgomery Bell Academy vs. Hume Fogg High
School

2023 State Team Round 1 Hume Fogg High School Chess Team- Nicholas Ostroski, Tyler
Reynolds, Buren Bradley, Robert Cheng, Jack Reynolds

Proud Editor's Note- 
Robert Cheng graduated from Hume Fogg High School this year and will
be attending the University of Southern California in the Fall. He has been
attending chess clubs, tournaments and camps with the Nashville Chess
Center since he was in Kindergarten. Around Middle School, when Robert
outgrew the competition at chess camp, he volunteered every summer
instead, helping other chesskids like him to strengthen their game and
have fun. In High School, he was even hired by the Nashville Chess
Center to coach in their school chess clubs. Watching his achievements
and growth has been such a reward to all of us at the NCC and we're so
excited to see what is next for him! This Summer before we have to start
missing him, Robert will be teaching private lessons and sharing his
passion for chess with others. For more information and to get on his
schedule, reach out to him at r7cheng@gmail.com.

Mandatory vitamin d before round 1!

2023 Tennessee All-
Girls Report
By: Tiffany Elliott

Tennessee will see a new
state representative at the
Ruth Haring National Girls'
Tournament of Champions
this Summer for the first
time in four years! Thirty-
eight young ladies gathered
at the Nashville Chess
Center on April 15, 2023 for
the TN All-Girls Scholastic
State Championship. They
played by age group across
three sections, made chess
jewelry and friendships,
painted nails with Coach
Christina Mullinax and analyzed games with Coach Epiphany Peters.
Thanks so much to all of you who helped with the tournament! We want
more girls and women in chess and events like these encourage us all!

Pretty prizes! Round 1

Chess arts & crafts Kei Siglin vs. Elsa He

K-3 Round 4 Bozhena Dobrovolska-Rakhnina vs.
Julia Richmond

Sabrina Hoja, 2023 Tennessee All-Girls State
Champion

Congratulations to Sabrina Hoja,
our 2023 Tennessee All-Girls State
Champion! Hard work pays off and
Sabrina has been training and
playing her heart out with over
thirty-five tournaments this school
year! She will be traveling
alongside her coach, IM Ron
Burnett (representing Tennessee in
the Senior Championship) to Grand
Rapids, Michigan in July for the
U.S. Open Championship. Best
wishes to all our players there this
summer! Our other Tennessee
representatives are James
Nguyen- K-12 Denker, Armaan
Singhvi- K-8 Barber and Athiyan
Senthil Kumar K-5 Rockefeller.

Sabrina Hoja and Michael Khodarkovsky, President of
Kasparov Chess Foundation

Sabrina also participated in the
Kasparov Chess Foundation All-
Girls National Championship in
April. There she won four out of
six games and tied for 8th place.
After tiebreakers, she placed 13th.

Results and Selected Games of
the 2023 Tennessee All-Girls
Scholastic State Championship
are below. The Rating Report can
be found at this link:

https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202304158692.0-16995856

Maggie Zhong, Lillian Wu & Sunny Cui Tiffany Elliott & Aadyha Gattu, 2023 TN All-Girls K-6
Champion

Elsa He, 2023 Tennessee All-Girls K-3 Champion Abigail Tims

Peyton Kindred vs. Sunny Cui 
K-12 Round 1 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Be7 4. c3 Nf6 5. Ng5 d5 6. exd5 Nxd5 7. d4
Bxg5 8. Bxg5 Qxg5 9. Bxd5 exd4 10. Bxc6+ bxc6 11. cxd4 Qxg2 12.
Qe2+ Be6 13. Rf1 O-O 14. Nc3 Rae8 15. O-O-O Bg4 16. Qd3 Bxd1 17.
Qxd1 Qxh2 18. Qf3 Qd6 19. d5 cxd5 20. Nxd5 Qc5+ 21. Kb1 Rb8 22.
Qd3 Rfd8 23. Rd1 Qxf2 24. Ne7+ Kf8 25. Ng6+ hxg6 26. Qa3+ c5 27.
Rxd8+ Rxd8 28. Qb3 Qe1+ 29. Kc2 Rd2+ 30. Kc3 Qc1+ 31. Qc2 Qxc2#

Thea Pattison vs. Shiloh Lin 
K-6 Round 1 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. O-O O-O 6. d3 d6 7. Bg5
Be6 8. Re1 Bxc4 9. dxc4 Bxc3 10. bxc3 Re8 11. Rb1 Rb8 12. Bxf6 Qxf6
13. Qc1 Qe6 14. c5 dxc5 15. Rd1 Qxa2 16. Qe3 Qc4 17. Ng5 Kh8 18.
Qh3 Kg8 19. Qxh7+ Kf8 20. Rd7 Qxc3 21. Qh8#

Kei Siglin vs. Olivia Abtahi 
K-3 Round 1 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Nc3 Bc5 4. Bc4 Nf6 5. d3 O-O 6. Bg5 h6 7. Bh4 g5
8. Bg3 d6 9. O-O Bd7 10. Qd2 Bg4 11. Qe2 Bxf3 12. Qxf3 g4 13. Qe2
Re8 14. Rfe1 h5 15. Qd2 b5 16. Bb3 Bb4 17. Qh6 Rf8 18. Qg6+ Kh8 19.
Bxf7 Qd7 20. Qh6+ (1-0)

Sabrina Hoja vs. Maggie Zhong 
K-12 Round 2 
1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. Nc3 Be7 5. cxd5 exd5 6. Bf4 c5 7. e3 O-O
8. Bd3 Nc6 9. Bc2 h6 10. h3 Re8 11. O-O a6 12. Qd2 b5 13. dxc5 Bxc5
14. Rad1 Be6 15. Bb3 Ne4 16. Nxe4 dxe4 17. Qc3 Qe7 18. Bxe6 fxe6 19.
Ne5 Nxe5 20. Qxe5 Rad8 21. Rc1 Bd6 22. Qxe4 Bxf4 23. Qxf4 e5 24.
Qg4 Rd6 25. Rfd1 Red8 26. Rxd6 Qxd6 27. Rc8 Rxc8 28. Qxc8+ Kh7 29.
Qc2+ Kg8 30. Kf1 Kf7 31. Ke2 Ke7 32. Qd3 Qe6 33. a3 Qc6 34. g3 e4 35.
Qc3 Qg6 36. Qc7+ Ke8 37. Qc8+ Ke7 38. Qg4 Qxg4+ 39. hxg4 Ke6 40. f4
exf3+ 41. Kxf3 Ke5 42. e4 a5 43. b4 axb4 44. axb4 g6 45. Ke3 g5 46. Kd3
Ke6 47. Kd4 Kd6 48. e5+ Ke6 49. Ke4 Ke7 50. Kd5 Kd7 51. e6+ Ke7 52.
Ke5 Ke8 53. Kd6 Kd8 54. e7+ Ke8 55. Ke6 h5 56. gxh5 g4 57. Kf6 Kd7
58. Kf7 Kd6 59. e8=Q Kd5 60. Qxb5+ Kd4 (1-0)

Sunny Cui vs. Lillian Wu 
K-12 Round 2 
1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. Bg5 Be7 5. Nc3 O-O 6. e3 Nbd7 7. cxd5
exd5 8. Be2 c6 9. O-O Re8 10. Qc2 g6 11. Rfe1 Nh5 12. Bxe7 Rxe7 13.
Na4 Nb6 14. Ne5 Bf5 15. Qd1 Nf6 16. Nc5 Ne4 17. Rc1 Nxc5 18. Rxc5
Qd6 19. Bd3 Rxe5 20. dxe5 Qxc5 21. Bxf5 gxf5 22. Qh5 Qe7 23. Qxf5
Nc4 24. Qg4+ Kh8 25. Qf4 Nxe5 26. Qd4 f6 27. Qc3 Rg8 28. Kh1 Qg7 29.
g3 Nf3 30. Rd1 Qh6 31. Kg2 Ng5 32. h4 Ne4 33. Qd4 Qxh4 34. Rh1 Qg5
35. Rh3 c5 36. Qd1 Qe5 37. Qc2 (0-1)

Maggie Zhong vs. Malena Washington 
K-12 Round 1 
1. d4 d5 2. c4 Nf6 3. Nc3 c6 4. Nf3 Be6 5. Bf4 Nbd7 6. e3 Nb6 7. a4 dxc4
8. e4 Qd7 9. a5 Nc8 10. Ne5 Qd6 11. Bg3 Bg4 12. Nxg4 Qb4 13. Nxf6+
exf6 14. Qc2 Bd6 15. Ra4 Qxa4 16. Nxa4 Bxg3 17. hxg3 Nd6 18. Be2 b6
19. axb6 axb6 20. Nxb6 Ra1+ 21. Bd1 O-O 22. e5 Rxd1+ 23. Kxd1 h6 24.
exd6 Rd8 25. d7 Kf8 26. Re1 g6 27. Qe4 f5 28. Qe7+ Kg7 29. Qxd8 h5
30. Qg5 f6 31. Re7+ Kg8 32. d8=Q#

Kei Siglin vs. Jasmine Lin 
K-3 Round 3 
Emerson Pollard vs. Andrea Martinez Gutierrez 
K-3 Round 3 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Bb5 a6 5. O-O Nf6 6. Nxe5 Nxe5 7.
Qe1 axb5 8. Qe3 Nfg4 9. Qf4 O-O 10. Qf5 d6 11. Re1 Bxf5 12. exf5 Qh4
13. f6 Qxf2+ 14. Kh1 Qxe1#

Julia Richmond vs. Amy Peng 
K-6 Round 3 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 b5 5. Bb3 Bc5 6. O-O Nf6 7. Nc3 O-
O 8. d3 d6 9. h3 Nh5 10. Nxe5 dxe5 11. Qxh5 Be6 12. Bxe6 fxe6 13. Bg5
Qd7 14. Rad1 Bxf2+ 15. Rxf2 Qd4 16. Rf1 Rxf2 17. Rxf2 Rf8 18. Qh4 b4
19. Ne2 a5 20. Nxd4 (1-0)

Key Siglin vs. Elsa He 
K-3 Round 4 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. d3 h6 5. O-O Nf6 6. Nc3 O-O 7. Bd2 d6
8. Qe2 Bg4 9. Rfe1 Nd4 10. Qd1 Nxf3+ 11. gxf3 Bh5 12. Qc1 Bxf3 13.
Bxh6 gxh6 14. Qxh6 Nh7 15. Nd5 Qg5+ 16. Qxg5+ Nxg5 17. Nf6+ Kg7
18. Nd7 Rfe8 19. Nxc5 dxc5 20. Bd5 Kf6 21. Bxb7 Rg8 22. Kf1 Nh3 23.
Re2 Rg1#

2023 Murfreesboro Open
By Norbert Thiemann

Many will remember that the Murfreesboro Open was a mainstay one-day
tournament for the former Rutherford County Chess Club. It's successor
has been privileged to keep it alive since 2018. Under the expertise of TD
Chris Prosser and his capable team: TD Paul Semmes & TD Gary Garner,
the tournament was an absolute success. We based the event on 30
players, and were blessed with 41. Such is the case that we always add
to the prize fund. Chris created a 3rd Place Prize, a 2nd E Class Prize, and
a 2nd Unrated Prize to fill those needs. He also gave out an extra Upset
Prize to Jeffrey Kevin Woodside Jr. for his victory over Keith Watson.

FM Alex King won clear 1st, and subsequently won the Best Game Prize,
which was judged by the honorable Alvin Pulley (see the annotated game
below). 2nd Place was combined with 3rd Place and two Class Prizes
creating maximum winnings for Jerry Spinrad, Beau Sensing, Keith
Crawford Jr. and Adam Johnson. Sabrina Hoja handily secured the C
Class Prize, while Athiyan Kumar and Beau Sensing won brand new
chess clocks for the Top Scholastic under 12, and the Top Scholastic 12–
17, respectively. Check out the crosstable here:
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202305068002

The Murfreesboro Chess Club thanks everyone who participated, and
most notably to FM Alex King and his friend Keith Crawford Jr., who came
all the way from Memphis, TN.

What a Game!
Annotated By Alexander King

Date- 2023.05.06 
2023 Murfreesboro Open Round 1 
White- Zuccaro, Zachary T. 1154 
Black- King, Alexander B. 2405 
ECO- A05 Zukertort Opening: Nimzo-Larsen Variation

1. Nf3 Nf6 I'm happy that this game was selected for the Best Game
prize, which I have served as a judge for in past Murfreesboro Chess Club
tournaments. The 2023 Murfreesboro Open was my first tournament in
over six months, since before the birth of my second daughter in
November. Although I was the rating favorite by a large margin, these
days many players are significantly stronger than their OTB ratings, so I
took all my opponents in the tournament seriously. 2. b3 c5 3. c4
Transposing into the symmetrical English. Now I head for a further
transposition into my pet Tarrasch Defense, about which I wrote a series
of articles last year for Chess Life magazine. 3... Nc6 4. Bb2 e6 5. Nc3 d5
6. cxd5 exd5 7. e3

After move 7. e3

During the game I felt that this
move was dubious, and so
attempted to "punish" it with my
reply. I thought 7.d4 instead
would have been safer for White,
but in fact that move is dubious
after 7...Bg4, while Zachary's
move is fine. 7... d4!? Avoiding a
transposition to the Tarrasch
Defense after all, which could
have occurred after 7...Bd6 8.d4
with a normal Tarrasch position. 8.
exd4? This is the real culprit.
Instead 8.Na4 would have

retained a perfectly fine position. 8... cxd4 9. Nb5 I had been tentatively
intending 9...Bc5 here to defend d4, but now I took a closer look and
another option looked even more promising. 9... d3! Threatening
10...Qe7+ when White would lose a piece. 10. Bd4 I was expecting the
grim 10.Qb1 Qe7+ 11.Kd1, but I missed that there 11...Ne4 is decisive.
10... a6 Winning a piece for two pawns, although I missed that 10...Nxd4
followed by 11...Qe7+ would have won a piece for only one pawn. 11.
Bxd3 axb5 12. Bxb5 Bd7 13. Be3 Nb4

After 13. Be3 Nb4

Rather than simply complete
development and castle, I try to
keep up the pressure and induce
further concessions. 14. Bxd7+
Qxd7 15. d4 Qb5 Keeping
White's king in the center. 16.
Qe2 Qxe2+ 17. Kxe2 Rxa2+
Again there was a simpler way:
17...Nc2 18.Rac1 Rxa2 winning
the pawn without allowing White
the active counterplay he gets in
the game. 18. Rxa2 Nxa2 19. Ra1
Nc3+ 20. Kd3 Ncd5 21. Ra8+
Kd7 22. Ne5+ Ke6 23. Rb8 b6

24. Nc4

After 24. Nc4

A more tenacious try might have
been 24. Bg5. 24... Rg8 25. Rc8
Bd6 26. Rc6 Here we both were
down to about one minute on the
clock, and neither of us notices
the ...Nb4+ fork until the following
move. 26... Rd8 27. Nxb6 Nb4+
Just when White has gotten a
second pawn for his missing
piece, he loses his rook. 28. Kc4
Nxc6 29. d5+ Recouping a piece
for a pawn, but White will still
remain down a rook for a pawn.
29... Nxd5 30. Nxd5 Ne5+ 31.

Kd4 Bb4 And now White even loses his knight. 32. Ke4 Rxd5 33. f4 f5# A
cute final mate. Overall my decision to play aggressively in the opening
paid off, and even though Zachary put up a good fight once he landed in
trouble, my extra material eventually told. Thanks to Norbert, Gary, Chris,
and Paul for an enjoyable and well-run event! I hope to play again in
Murfreesboro some time soon. 0-1

What A Game!
Annotated by Wil Flynn

Date- December 10, 2022 
Music City Open Round 3 
White- Wil Flynn 
Black- Jerry Spinrad

1. c4 In the following game, the reader may find value in the following: the
power of retreating moves in the attack, handling of opposite side
castling, and a nice blend of positional and dynamic attacking play. 1... e5
2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Nf3 Nc6 4. e3

After 4. e3

A28 English Opening: King's
English Variation, Four Knights
Variation, Quiet Line 4... d5 5.
cxd5 Nxd5 6. Bb5 Nxc3 7. bxc3
Bd7 8. d4 Bd6 9. e4 Many
annoying positions exist where
Black lunges forward with ...e4, I
felt it appropriate to prevent that
here. 9... exd4 10. cxd4 Bb4+
11. Bd2 Qe7 12. O-O

After 12. 0-0

Tactically defending the e pawn
and getting the King to safety.
12... Bxd2 13. Qxd2 O-O-O 14.
Rfe1 Ne5 I didn't like this move
for Black during the game, but it
seems there isn't much better to
suggest. White will now establish
a monster on e5 and the open
files toward the Black King will
prove lethal. 15. Nxe5 Bxb5 16.
Qa5 a6 17. Rab1 Threatening
Rxb5! ( 17. a4 Rxd4 18. axb5
Qxe5 19. bxa6 Qxa5 20. axb7+
Kxb7 21. Rxa5 I rejected 17. a4

in view of this variation. According to the engines, White is much better
after 17. a4 with precise play. ) 17... b6

Weakening the Black King and
improving the White Queen. 18.
Qc3 f6 19. Nf3! Why the f3
square? The Knight is destined
to attack from the d4 and e5
squares and is also far superior
to the Black light squared
Bishop. 19... Rd6 20. d5 Kb7 21.
Nd4 ( 21. Rxb5?! axb5 22. Nd4
An interesting sacrifice on b5
which I certainly investigated. I

https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202303256442.0-14729400
https://tnchess.us/
mailto:r7cheng@gmail.com
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202304158692.0-16995856
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202305068002
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202305068002


After 17. Rab1 b6

which I certainly investigated. I
am sure White is having the fun
here, but I thought White could
have equally as much fun while

keeping the material.) 21... Bd7 22. a4 Rc8 It makes sense to bring in the
last unit of defense. I somewhat expected 22...f5 in attempt to break
down my strong center pawns, but the tactics are in favor of the superior
position. 23. a5 b5 24. Qc5 Filling the hole. 24... Qe5

After 24. Qc5 Qe5

At this junction, it appears White
is winning on the Queenside and
the center with little activity near
his own King. One more straw
may break the camel's back. 25.
Nf3! Three times the White
Knight has landed on f3. The
author would argue, all with an
exclam! [Even on move 3 - haha]
25... Qe8 26. e5 fxe5 27. Nxe5
Qg8 28. Nxd7 Qxd5

After 28. Nxd7 Qxd5

White has snagged an extra
minor piece, but without
precision, still has ample work to
do. Pause here and find the best
way to continue. 29. Rxb5+!! No
Knight retreats or Queen trades
here. The Black King cannot
handle the heat. 29... axb5 30.
a6+ Ka8 31. Nb6+ cxb6 32.
Qxc8+ Ka7 33. Re7+ 1-0

Tennessee Clubs Compete in Inaugural Western
Kentuckessee Team Invitational
By: David Sye

Upon moving to Murray, Kentucky in Summer 2020, I soon learned that
out in the far west portions of the state, the closest major metropolitan
areas were actually in Tennessee. Nashville and Memphis are about 2 and
3 hours away respectively, as opposed to Louisville and Lexington which
are about 3.5 and 4 hours away respectively. As a matter of fact, my first
two individual OTB tournaments since then were a blitz tournament at the
Memphis Chess Club and a Saturday Swiss at the Nashville Chess
Center. After organizing events in Murray and surrounding areas, I was
able to meet several players from the Jackson Chess Club, who were
driving over an hour to come up to play in Kentucky. Wanting to put on a
unique event for those of us in more isolated regions, I brought up the
idea of a team-paired tournament for adult/community chess clubs in
Jackson, Paducah, and Murray/Murray State University dubbed the
“Western Kentuckessee Team Invitational” (there were attempts to include
Clarksville early on, but we were unable to identify someone willing to
organize teams for their club). The main criteria were that “players should
either be active members of the club or currently live in the community
represented by the club” (so nobody could invite a ringer from Chicago or
anything). As word got around, clubs from Murfreesboro, Owensboro, and
Bowling Green also wanted in on the action.

Murfreesboro Chess Club as they prepare for their Round 3
match against Jackson Chess Club

13 teams representing 7
clubs met at the Hutson
School of Agriculture on
the Murray State Campus
on April 22, 2023 for the
inaugural Western
Kentuckeessee Team
Invitational. Led by
National Master Joseph
Wan, the Murfreesboro
Chess Club won clear 1st
place with a 4.0/4.0 score,
taking home the traveling
trophy. Owensboro and

Bowling Green both finished with 3.0/4.0, with Owensboro finishing in 2nd
place on tiebreaks. The Murfreesboro B team finished 2.0/4.0, winning 1st
place on tiebreaks in the Reserve Category, which was set at U1400
(average team rating) for the event. The Jackson B team also finished
2.0/4.0, scoring upset match draws against Owensboro and Murray.

Two Tennessee players finished with perfect scores. NM Joseph Wan,
representing Murfreesboro, on Board 1 and Russell Robbins, representing
Jackson, on Board 2.

Overall, the event was a huge success! Moving forward the tournament
will most likely remain in Murray, KY due to its central location for the
more isolated communities in Western Kentucky and Western Tennessee.
Plans for next year include instituting an average rating cap for teams,
which would allow us to invite more clubs (i.e., from Memphis, Nashville,
etc.) while maintaining a competitive playing field. We will also add more
rating category prizes for clubs brining multiple teams. The 2nd Annual
Western Kentuckessee Team Invitational will most likely be held in April
2024, with information being send out to clubs in January.

Foreground: Faron Miller of Jackson – B Team (right) battles Ryan Abel (left) of Owensboro in Round 1.
Jackson B was able to score an upset against the eventual 2nd place finishers with a match draw, winning
on Boards 3 and 4.

2023 Western Kentuckessee Team Invitational Full Results:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/106ceFYOh-yR3ba-
N7hXM0f7ksfHCSqM05esOnrgqd9w/edit?usp=sharing

USCF Rating Report: https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?
202304229492

Murfreesboro - Tournament Champions  Left to Right: Jennifer
Ishee, Eric Ramsay, NM Joseph Wan (Not Pictured: Ryan
Davidson)

NM Joseph Wan, Murfreesboro Chess
Club, 4.0/4.0 on Board 1

Russell Robbins, Jackson Chess
Club, 4.0/4.0 on Board 2

Murfreesboro B Team – Top Reserve Team Left to Right: Norbert
Thiemann, Hudson Doty, Weston Hano; Foreground: James McHugh

Jackson (left) versus Bowling Green - Round 4 Jackson Chess Club

Murfreesboro B (left) versus Owensboro
- Round 4

Jackson B (right) versus Murray - Round 3

Murfreesboro (right) versus Paducah - Round 4

The Remarkable Oliver Shu-On Tai
By Kent Meadows

The highest achieving student of Tennessee Chess Association Hall of
Fame 2020 Inductee, USCF Life Senior Master Curt Jones, was Oliver Tai
of Memphis. Oliver learned to appreciate the value of hard work at a very
early age, as both of his parents were Ph.D.’s [his father – medical physics
(worked in oncology radiology), his mother – organic chemistry]. His
parents left Hong Kong and came to America for their post-graduate
studies – Douglas in 1964 and Christine in 1966. They married in 1970.

Oliver was a very mature, polite, reserved young man. He was very
relaxed and showed no emotion at the chessboard. He won the Memphis
City Primary Championship at age 6 to begin the greatest scholastic
record in Tennessee chess history. Oliver was clearly a prodigy. He
skipped fifth grade. His many awards and recognitions cannot all be cited
here, but at age 12 he scored a perfect SAT Mathematics score of
800/800. In 1988, he won 1st place at the State Algebra Contest and was
the youngest of only six Junior recipients of the Golden Eagle Award from
the American Academy of Achievement (other recipients that year
included actor Michael Douglas, actor Richard Dreyfuss, and Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Colin Powell). He received a $1,000
scholarship as the U.S.C.F 1st place National Scholar-Chessplayer of the
Year in 1991. Oliver was a National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist.
Incredibly, Oliver graduated from High School in 1992 with 13 AP
(Advanced Placement) scores of 5/5.

His many accomplishments cannot all be listed here, but he was active in
High School in Latin, violin, piano, student government, and student
journalism. He was fluent in Cantonese, English, Mandarin, and Latin. He
was President of both the Science Club and Mathematics Club from
1990-1992 at Memphis University School (MUS). He played 2nd violin in
the Memphis Junior Symphony. He was a black belt in Tae Kwon Do
(Korean martial art). He was Captain of the MUS Chess Team and
President of its Chess Club from 1990-1991. He graduated as
Salutatorian from High School (MUS) in 1992 Summa cum Laude. Oliver
was also active in community service in Memphis. In High School, he
volunteered with Special Cargo to help teach children with cerebral palsy
how to ride a horse. He spent time with Sunshine Home conversing with
elderly patients with Alzheimer’s disease. He worked in the Second
Presbyterian Church soup kitchen to feed poor, hungry people. He
delivered toys to patients in LeBonHeur Children’s Hospital.

At the local level, Oliver was the Memphis City Scholastic Champion for
nine consecutive years (Primary 1982, 1983; Elementary 1984; Junior
High 1985, 1986; and High School 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990). Because of
space limitations, Oliver’s many other scholastic tournament victories in
Memphis, Crossville, etc. cannot all be cited here. At the state level, Oliver
was the 1984 Tennessee State Primary Champion. Oliver was the
Tennessee State Elementary Champion in 1985. He was Tennessee State
Elementary Co-Champion in 1986. Oliver was the 1987 Tennessee State
Junior High Co-Champion. Oliver played Board 1 for Auburndale’s 1988
Tennessee State Scholastic High School Team Champions. Oliver was the
Tennessee State High School Champion in 1990 (represented Tennessee
in the 1990 Denker Tournament of High School Champions and tied for
2nd place). He was 1991 Tennessee State High School Co-Champion. At
the highest level, Oliver won clear 1st with 6½ -½ at the 1984 National
Primary Championship (see the September 1984 issue of Chess Life) –
Tennessee’s first National Champion. Oliver also won clear 1st with 7½ -½
at the 1987 National Junior High Championship (see the August 1987
issue of Chess Life) – Tennessee’s second National Champion. Oliver
scored 6 points to be 1988 National High School Co-Champion (see the
September 1988 issue of Chess Life) – Tennessee’s third National
Champion! Oliver also won clear 2nd (out of 338) with 6½ -½ at the 1989
National High School Championship.

Oliver also did well in non-scholastic tournaments. In 1987, he was the
Tennessee Open Junior Champion. He tied for Expert 2nd place prize at
the 1990 U.S. Open. Oliver won the 1990 Tennessee Open Expert 1st
Prize, and made U.S.C.F. Master in the process with a post-rating of
2208. Oliver was rated 4th nationally for ages 13-14 for the calendar year
1990 with his 2208 rating. Oliver was one of only 11 Masters in Tennessee
in 1990. Oliver was one of three delegates for the U.S. in the Boys 14 and
Under Section (won by future GM Judit Polgar!) of the July 1990 World
Youth Chess Festival held in Wisconsin. Although he did not win the
Section, the 14-yr. old Oliver won a Special Commendation from the
Chess Journalists of America in 1991 for “Best Human Interest Story” for
his article “Tai Represents U.S. at the World Youth Chess Festival” in the
August – November 1990 issue of Tennessee Chess News. Oliver could
write!

Dr. Oliver Tai

Oliver basically stopped
playing chess when he left
Memphis to attend Harvard
University in 1992; he only
played in three more events
at Harvard before retiring
from chess. He graduated
from Harvard with a M.A in
Chemistry as a member of
the elite Phi Beta Kappa
academic honor society in
1996. Oliver graduated from
Duke University Medical
School in 2000. He is a
Nephrologist (kidney
specialist) and currently lives in the Seattle, Washington area with his wife
[who is also a physician – a Pulmonologist (lung specialist)] and their two
children.

Oliver Tai was the not only the first Tennessean to win a National
Championship, and not only the first Tennessean to win two National
Championships, but the first Tennessean to win three National
Championships. He remains to this day the only Tennessean to win three
National Championships. No other Tennessean has won as many as two
Individual National Championships. During his career, Oliver was State
Scholastic Champion outright three times and State Scholastic Co-
Champion an additional three times. He was on a State Scholastic
Championship Team. He became a National Master at age 14 when there
were only a few Masters in Tennessee. Oliver won a Tennessee Open
Junior Championship. Oliver was Memphis City Scholastic Champion for
9 consecutive years. While only 14 years old, he won a prestigious award
from the Chess Journalists of America. Oliver won the U.S.C.F. National
Scholar - Chessplayer Award one year. Entirely unselfish, Oliver made
great contributions to his community (while still a minor) as a volunteer to
those less fortunate. This quiet young man was more concerned with
playing for honor and showed little motivation to play for financial gain.
Oliver may have been well-behaved and unassuming, but he was a true
competitor, and his results showed him to be a giant at the chessboard –
at a national level! Oliver Tai improved the chess in the State of Tennessee
and set an example for all scholastic players who followed him – not only
at the chessboard, but also in so many other walks of life.

Shelby County
Chess
Scholastic
Championship
Photos Submitted
by Arlene Kleiman

This event was held
May 7, 2023 in
Memphis.

Use this link for Rating Report:
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202305078902.0

Chess Players Come in Droves to Crossville
By Alan Kantor

What was going on in Crossville on April 15, 2023? If you were anywhere
near the Cumberland County Complex, otherwise called the
“Fairgrounds,” you would see a lot of cars going there. Then when you
went inside you would see people playing chess. Well, the largest chess
tournament in a while happened on that day in Crossville. It was the 2nd
Annual Harry Sabine Spring Open Chess Tournament. Who was Harry
Sabine anyway? Harry Sabine was a giant of scholastic chess in both his
home state of Tennessee and nationally. He held leadership roles in the
Tennessee Chess Association and US Chess in many years of service to
both organizations.

Alex Fishbein and Peter Bereolos

The Cumberland County Chess Club
holds three open tournaments and two
closed tournaments a year. The
tournament was divided into three
sections: Open, Amateur and Novice.
With all three sections combining a
record 110 people, chess is back! The
Open section which had no restriction
on rating was open to anyone. When
all was said and done, Grandmaster
Alex Fishbein (2466) and World Chess
Federation (FIDE) Master Peter
Bereolos (2290) shared first and
second by winning all their games.

Ron Burnett

International Master Ron Burnett
(2345) followed closely behind in
third. Burnett was nicked by a third
round draw by Chris Chambers
(2000) from Georgia. There were
class prizes based on rating and
those were grabbed up by Robert
Guevara (2106) from New York and
Chambers who split the expert
prizes. The Class “A” prize was split
between Josh Salter (1867) and
Aaron Caveny, (1847), both of
Tennessee. Beau Sensing (1706)
from Tennessee took the Class “B”
prize by himself. Gene Patrick Salas
Rible (1535) and Farzin Mashali

(1488), both from Tennessee, shared the Class “C” prize. With this many
people, ties will happen and the Class “D” section was no exception as
Crossville’s own Lyric Connor Authier (1340) and Scott Allen Lacy, from
Tennessee, shared the prize in that group.

The Amateur section was open to anyone under 1200 and the top three
spots was shared by Nina Bhat (1134), Hall Ashworth (674) and Isaac
Lawrie (479), all of Tennessee. Just like with the Open section, there were
class prizes in the Amateur section, too. The first place Class “E” prize
was snatched by Carter Lee Nelson (1028), from South Carolina, with Jeff
Woodside, Jr., (1038) from Cookeville following a close second. With
Alexander Mascarenhas (864), from Tennessee, taking the top Class “F”
prize, Ami Dawn Gray (962), Max Gregory (898), and Gavin Koentop (836),
all from Tennessee, shared the second through fourth spots. Another tie
brought another Crossvillian Luke Wiley (757), William Hargraves (709),
from Tennessee, and Monireh Noori, from South Carolina, closer together
as they shared first through third in Class “G.” First place for Class
“H/below” went to Miles Dorsey (435), from Tennessee. Second through
fifth Class “H/below” brought four more people together as James
Hutchison (574), David Stinson (504), Richard Thomas (468), and Preston
McCarty (105), all from Tennessee. Rounding out the Amateur section
were the Unrated prizes which saw Kyle Mahoney (Unrated), Cookeville’s
Matthew Galicinski (Unrated), and Emily Torres (Unrated) take the Unrated
prizes.

Bill McDowell and Josh Wiley

The Novice section which was
open to anyone without a rating
and was designed as a first
tournament for anyone without
the pressure of going against
more advanced to ease their
way into the fun of chess. Bill
McDowell (Unrated), from
Tennessee, took clear first with
Crossville’s Josh Wiley (Unrated)
and Carter Wiley (Unrated),
taking second and third place,
respectively. Rating Report at
this link:

https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202304158332.0-12093120

Was that it? Nope! Fairly new that the Cumberland County Chess Club
started were club prizes as people can use the numbers of people
brought to the tournament to win even more prizes. The top clubs were
University of Tennessee at Knoxville Chess Club and Lenoir City High
School.

If you want even more chess, you can stop by the Cumberland County
Chess Club in the Remax Building (formerly Carriage House), 23 Oak
Street, Crossville (diagonally opposite from Ace Hardware) and join them
on Thursday nights from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The President’s Report
I am happy to say that Tennessee chess is as good as ever. US Chess
might have left our state, but we are moving in leaps and bounds and I
hope to keep it moving forward. After the 2nd Annual Harry Sabine Spring
Open Chess Tournament (see report in this issue of Tennessee Chess
News), with a record-breaking tournament, it looks like people want to
come out and play chess. I am hearing about other opportunities
throughout the Volunteer State like at the 2022 Tennessee Open in
Memphis, Tennessee. With an increased turnout for the Tennessee Open
that we have not seen in awhile, I am pleased at what I am seeing.

If your area is hurting for chess, I want to know about it. I personally want
to help every chess club or tournament in our great state. Feel free to
contact me and I will do my best to help chess grow by offering
suggestions, helping promote it or even just coming to support it. It really
can help if every person will attend one tournament in an area they have
not been to. I say, “Let’s Grow With One!” That would be one more than
we had before.

I have started a podcast on Friday evenings at 9:00 p.m. Central (10:00
p.m. Eastern) that hopefully will help towards a chess growth. In the
podcast, I talk to guests who are furthering the game of chess. Some of
my guests include our own GM Alex Fishbein and FM Alex King. You can
watch and all broadcasts by going to Chess Teaching USA on Facebook. 
I say together let’s help grow chess!

Yours for chess, 
Alan Kantor 
Tennessee Chess Association President 
(931) 200-9038 
carokantor05@yahoo.com

Bids and Announcements

Are you interested in hosting and organizing one of these upcoming
tournaments? We need more tournament directors! Please send your bid
including all proposed event details and sample budget to the Board of
Directors to be considered.

DEADLINE: September 1, 2023 
* 2024 TN All-Girls State Championship 
* 2024 TN Senior Open 
* 2024 TN Winter Open 
* 2024 TN Home School State Championship

DEADLINE: January 14, 2024 
* 2024 Peter P. Lahde TN Open State Chess Championship

Team Tennessee
Looking for more games? Join Team Tennessee on chess.com at this link:
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee 
Help your state in the US Chess League and other team events!

Chess Advocate

Check out Dwight Weaver's
latest Chess Advocate-
Volume 7 Number 3 BBQ
Edition with games from
Michael Robertson, articles
from Sid Pickard, Brad
Smith and much more!

Click this link to view or
download:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jZfCxMJxQCWQ24kxXdVjFZbmC4jvAWFm/view?
usp=share_link

Chess Teaching USA
Come watch the podcasts and see amazing guests! 
Fridays, 9:00 p.m. Central time (10:00 p.m. Eastern time) 
Chess Teaching USA on Facebook at this link:

https://www.facebook.com/americanchess

Top 10 Tennessee Chess Players
1. IM Jake Kleiman 2480
2. GM Alexander Fishbein 2457
3. FM Alexander King 2405
4. IM Ron Burnett 2345
5. Graham Horobetz 2335
6. CM Forest Chen 2322
7. FM Peter Bereolos 2290
8. FM Todd Andrews 2281
9. James Nguyen 2252

10. Paul Harless 2232

Recently Rated Current US Chess Members are shown. For more US
Chess Top 100 Rating Lists, visit www.uschess.org

Tennessee Chess Patrons

The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the current Patron and Life
Members. Without their contributions, much of what the TCA
accomplishes would not be possible. Thank you Patrons!

TCA Patron Members: 
GARY GARNER 
JULIA HAMILTON 
PAUL SEMMES

Life Members: 
PAT KNIGHT SMITH 
R. K. SHIMABUKURO

TCA Membership

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/106ceFYOh-yR3ba-N7hXM0f7ksfHCSqM05esOnrgqd9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202304229492
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202305078902.0
https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202304158332.0-12093120
https://www.facebook.com/americanchess
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee
https://www.chess.com/club/team-tennessee
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jZfCxMJxQCWQ24kxXdVjFZbmC4jvAWFm/view?usp=share_link
https://www.facebook.com/americanchess
http://www.uschess.org/component/option,com_top_players/Itemid,371/


TCA Membership

The Tennessee Chess Association appreciates those who help sponsor
the game and offers tax-deductible memberships to Patrons beginning at
$100 per year. Membership for all levels will be for 12 calendar months
(including the month membership is paid). To check your membership
expiration, please visit our Current Members Page at this link:
http://tnchess.us/?page_id=173. Renew or join for as little as $10 per
year. Membership is required for participation in all TCA-sponsored chess
events except certain scholastic-only competitions but even if you're not
an active player, your membership helps support our mission: To broaden
and develop chess as art and recreation as a significant element of
culture in the state of Tennessee. To initiate programs, conduct
tournaments and matches and to employ methods that will tend to
promote the literary and educational benefits to be derived from the game
of chess. To receive donations from the general public to enable the
Association to conduct chess matches and tournaments and to award
trophies and prizes to successful contestants. TCA is a 100% volunteer-
run organization so your donation and membership is 100% going to
support Tennessee chess. Thank you for your support!

Click Here to Renew or Become a TCA Member Today!

Tennessee Chess Calendar

June 2-4 NCC FIDE Swiss @ Nashville Chess Center

June 3 2023 Rea Hayes Open @ Chattanooga Christian Academy,
Chattanooga

June 5 2023 NCC Summer Chess Camps @ Nashville Chess Center

June 10 NCC Monthly Swiss @ Nashville Chess Center

June 10 John Hurt Memorial @ Memphis Chess Club

June 18-24 21st Annual Mid-South Chess Camp @ Memphis University
School

June 29 Murfreesboro Chess Club June Blitz @ First Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, Murfreesboro

July 15 2023 Clinton H. Pearson, Jr. Memorial Summer Open @
Cumberland County Community Complex , Crossville

July 28-30 2023 Nashville Summer Classic @ Millennium Maxwell Hotel,
Nashville

September 15-17 2023 Tennessee Open State Championship @
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Out-of-State Events of Interest
June 9-11 Carolinas Classic @ Hilton Charlotte University Place,
Charlotte, NC

June 17 Charlotte Doubles Championship @ Charlotte Chess Center,
Charlotte, NC

June 24 2nd Annual Mayfield Summer Open @ Graves County Extension
Office, Mayfield, KY

July 9-13 Charlotte Norm Super Swiss @ Hilton Garden Inn- Southpark,
Charlotte, NC

July 14-16 Charlotte Summer Open @ Hilton Garden Inn- Southpark,
Charlotte, NC

July 29-August 6 2023 U.S. Open Championship @ Grand Rapids, MI

September 1-3 Alabama State Chess Championship @ SportsMed
Stadium Club at Toyota Field, Madison, AL

Weekly Online Events
Mondays Murfreesboro Monday Team Battles @
https://lichess.org/team/murfreesboro-chess-club at 7:00 PM CST

Last Sunday of Each Month Murfreesboro Classical Swiss Tournament @
Online at 3:00 PM CST lichess.org/swiss/pRqfpGr6

Have an event to share?
To add your event to this list, please email flyer or pertaining details to
TCA Board Members: dcmullinax@gmail.com,
myk.robertson2@gmail.com, tiffany.elliott@comcast.net or
regioniii@aol.com. To include your event on our front homepage sidebar,
TCA membership must be required for in-state players or it must be a
Scholastics-only event.

Upcoming Event Flyers

2021 - 2022 TCA Board of Directors

President: Alan Kantor, carokantor05@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Mark Beatty, mrbeatty557@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com 
Scholastic Coordinator: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@charter.net 
Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com 
News Coordinator: Tiffany Elliott, tiffany.elliott@comcast.net 
Internet Coordinator: Michael Robertson, myk.robertson2@gmail.com 
Tournament Coordinator: Danny Mullinax, dcmullinax@gmail.com 
East Tennessee Director: Christina Mullinax, dcmullinax@gmail.com 
Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com 
West Tennessee Director: Mike Shuey, shueybalooey@gmail.com

The Tennessee Chess News is the official publication of the Tennessee
Chess Association. Please share, distribute, and post this TCA publication
as desired. To share your own TN chess news, photos, events, games,
etc., please email Newsletter Coordinator, Tiffany Elliott. A very special
thanks goes out to each of our contributors! It takes the whole state
working together to make this newsletter what it is! Thank you for reading
and for supporting the Tennessee Chess Association!
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