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2020 TN Winter Open Won by Burnett & Shuey

By: Tiffany Elliott

Winter Open Champion, IM Ron Burnett with TCA's Chris
Prosser

The Tennessee Winter Open
made its return this year to the
beautiful Henry Horton State
Park in Chapel Hill after being
replaced in previous years by
the Dollywood Dreammore
event. The TCA was sorry to
lose our contract and great
room rates in Pigeon Forge,
but happy to resurrect what
many players have described
as their favorite tournament
venue. Almost sixty players
gathered from January 18-19,
2020 to compete across three
sections directed by Chris
Prosser. The top section, the
Kings, had 27 players ranging
from unrated to almost 2400.
The Kings was won by top-
seed IM Ron Burnett of
Nashville with 4.5 out of 5
games, undefeated. Jonathan
Beatty of Memphis came in

second trailing only a half point behind. There was a five-way tie for third place.
Those players include Bill Melvin, Jose Colmenares, Hemi Rambha, Jerry Spinrad
and Josh Campbell.

Jackson's Mike Shuey, Rooks Champion with TCA's Chris
Prosser

The Rooks section was open to
players rated below 1800. Mike
Shuey took first place winning
3 and drawing 2 of his games
in a field of 17 competitors. For
second place, there was a five-
way tie between Harry
Campbell, Ronit Chandra, Bin
Li, Joshua Lin, and Stephen
Parsons all with 3.5 points.

The Knights section brought in
14 more players all rated below
1000 and competing only for
trophy prizes. There was a
three-way tie for first place;
Audrey De Credico, Andrew
Blair and Jonathan Wu all
finished with 4 out of 5 points.
Next up were John Macinnes
and Jatyn Shields with plus
scores of 3 out of 5.

Thank you to everyone who
attended the 2020 Tennessee Winter Open. Please feel free to send your feedback
about the event and venue. The TN Winter Open is open to bids each year and we're
looking for organizers. Bids are due to the TCA Board of Directors by September 1,
2020 for the 2021 event. Even if you need help running the event, if you have a good
deal on a great location for future tournaments, please contact the board members.

East TN News

By: Gilbert Chan

Chess Seminar and Simultaneous Exhibition with Alice Dong

The UT Office of
Community Engagement
and Outreach organizes
programs for health, arts,
education, environment,
sports and other public
services. On October 5th,
they invited an economics
analyst from New Jersey
to speak to young people
and give a chess simul.

Alice Dong says she was a
high-energy kid and

learning chess helped her focus not only on the game but in other subjects. She
started playing tournament chess in Ohio, where she was often the only girl at a
tournament or chess camp. Her family moved to New Jersey where there was more
competition and Alice was able to represent the USA in international competition,
playing in Canada, Greece, and Dubai. One of her early inspirations was meeting
Susan Polgar, and she later won the Polgar All-Girls Invitational twice. While still in
high school, she started a chess camp for girls that she continued through attending
college at Swarthmore (graduating in three years) and into the corporate world.

Alice said that her chess attacking style only got her to a plateau ("when you play
openings like the King's Gambit after awhile you only win in spite of your repertoire
rather than because of it") and she had to force herself to study rather than just
practice tactics. She also said that it was eye-opening to go to international events and
see how much some of the players from other countries spend all their time on chess.

Being able to analyze weaknesses and reinvent yourself is a valuable asset for other
aspects of life as well as chess, and Alice said that being able to explain methods to
succeed in chess translates well in interviews even with academics or potential
employers who are not chessplayers. She still plays some in a corporate chess league
in New York, where the Goldman Sachs team has several international masters.

2019 Secret City Scholastic Tournament in Oak Ridge

The eighth and final Secret
City Scholastic Chess
Championship tournament
brought 101 students from
32 schools or homeschools
to play the Game of Kings
at Oak Ridge HS on
November 9th, 2019.
Homeschool third grader
Evan Bonnett won Novice
K-3 with a perfect 5-0; St.
Mary’s sixth grader

Maverick Queern drew in round one and won the next four to take clear first in
Novice 4-6; Happy Valley HS ninth grader Hayden Lewis had a perfect 5-0 in Novice
7-9; and Jefferson Co. HS junior Robe Trevathan had a perfect 5-0 to win Novice 10-
12.

The Championship sections were mostly taken by the top seeds: Rocky Hill ES third
grader Selena Ma went 5-0 in K-3; Farragut MS sixth grader and second seed Stephen
Xiao went 5-0 in 4-6; and homeschool seventh grader Gordon Meiners went 4-0 in 7-
9. The 10-12 section saw #1 Justin Blanchard face #2 Mason Pafunda in round 3
where they drew. Both defeated their last round opponents to tie at 3.5/4.

The Secret City tournaments were unusual in that it did not start as a fundraiser for a
school’s chess club but more of a chess community service at a time where the entire
chess year in the Knoxville area were clubs, the two regionals and the December
scholastic at Alcoa HS. Organizer and chief TD Jennifer Ogle made it revenue-neutral
by awarding USCF memberships to top Novice section players since its inception in
2012. That first tournament also introduced her homegrown reg4chess.com website
that has made it easier for other tournaments and camps to do online registration.
But with her son Logan graduating from high school and other tournaments available
on the calendar in the region, she decided the time was right to end the series. The
tournament has not only been an opportunity for chess players to develop their
competitive skills but also their leadership skills; the last one had a college student
and two high schoolers (Robert Byrd, Forest Chen and Justin Li) as assistant TD’s.

Jenn Ogle learned the game from her father at kindergarten age. Her high school had
a team that she was part of and she recalls being one of only four girls who competed
in the Utah state tournament one year. Like many chess-playing teens, the game got
put aside with career and family until her son Logan (now a senior at Oak Ridge High
School) was attending the chess club at Woodland Elementary School. With Logan
entering rated tournaments, Jenn returned to tournament play herself (she and
Logan both played at the 2010 Nationals in Atlanta) as well as helping with the
Woodland Elementary club and the Knoxville Kids Chess Club, then with Blount
County Library for a period after Knoxville Kids discontinued. Although she is not
intending to organize another scholastic tournament, she is not “retired” from chess;
besides continuing to run reg4chess, she might still TD or play, or perhaps organize
an open tournament in the future.

Tournament results may be found at
https://www.reg4chess.com/results/SC8Results.pdf

2020 Harry D. Sabine Tennessee State Scholastic Team
Championship Results

February 8, 2020

2020 Tennessee High School Team Champions, Campbell Home School. Pictured with Coaches Todd and
Rock and Tournament Organizer, Jay Sabine

2020 Tennessee Junior High Team Champions, White Station Middle School with Coach Alex and
Organizer Jay Sabine

2020 Tennessee Elementary Team Champions,
Farragut Middle School

2020 Tennessee Primary Team Champions,
Grahamwood Elementary with Coach Jonathan
Beatty and Organizers Jay Sabine and Jerry Nash

Results by board and full results from each Regional Qualifier can be found over on
our website at www.tnchess.us

2020 Nashville City Championship Marks 60th
Anniversary and Crowns a New Winner

By: Tiffany Elliott

2020 Nashville City Champion, FM Sean Vibbert

Thirty of Nashville's brightest battled for
the titles of City Champion across five
divisions on January 3 - 5, 2020.
Beginning way back in 1960, the Nashville
City Championship marked its 60th
Anniversary (though events haven’t been
held every single year since it began, this
is the 55th if our records are correct). The
Scholastic (K-12) City Championships
were started in 2003. Each of the five
sections invites only the six most qualified
candidates to compete in a round-robin
format playing five rounds. In the Open
section, Nashville new-comer, Sean
Vibbert (2387) took the crown of 2020
Nashville City Champion. Sean is a FIDE
Master and USCF National, Life and
Original Life Master and IM-elect pending
getting his rating to 2400 FIDE. He was

the number one rated player of Indiana before moving to Nashville recently to attend
Grad School at Vanderbilt University. Sean's score in the City event was 4.5 out of 5.
All five of his games are posted in the NCC Games Archive and visible on this link at
Live Chess Cloud. FM Todd Andrews (2371) came in 2nd place a point behind,
followed by ICGM Dan Fleetwood (1946) with 3 out of 5. Elijah Logozar (2185),
Leonard Ford (1670) and Maxwell Campbell (1378) also competed in the Open.

2020 Nashville High School City Championship
Players, Dhruv Chandra, Joshua Campbell, Ryan
Davidson, Matthew Liu, Arya Jalem, and Chirath
Illukpitiya

2020 Nashville Junior High City Championship
Players, Hemi Rambha, Harry Campbell, Robert
Cheng, and Nicholas Ostroski. (Not Pictured:
Claiborne Tompkins and Stewart Hall)

2020 Nashville Elementary City
Championship Players, Nikhil Misra,
Taron Polborn, Aditya Jalem, Ronit
Chandra, Matthew Scott and Gnani
Rambha

2020 Nashville Primary City Championship Players, Kendal Shi,
Matthew Golann, Sebastian Muller, Diesel Larkins, Matthew
Henchy and Preston Chan

Pictured here are the same brothers
who won the 2019 TN Individual
Scholastic State Championships
simultaneously, Dhruv and Ronit
Chandra. They each championed their
divisions in the 2020 Nashville City
Championship with Dhruv winning
High School and Ronit, Elementary.
Both players finished undefeated with
4.5 out of 5 points. What a duo!

The 2020 Nashville Junior High City
Champion is Hemi Rambha scoring 4.5.
The 2020 Nashville Primary City
Champion is Matthew Golann scoring 4
points.

Special thanks to Chris Prosser and
Todd Andrews for helping me run the event smoothly and successfully. Thanks to all
the families who supported these players all weekend and kept us all well-fed, and
thank you to all the visitors and spectators who dropped in to show your support and
interest. We hope to see this spring's graduating High Schoolers back in the Open
section in years to come. Congratulations to all who qualified in to play in the first
Nashville chess event of the new decade!

Letter From The President

By: Todd Andrews

Since the last issue, I have been approached by numerous Tennessee Chess
Association members that have been willing to help us find a location for the 2020
Tennessee Open and one family was generous enough to financially support our
endeavor to make the event more noteworthy. We greatly appreciate and value your
input, whether it is by giving your time or helping with our budget to put on great
events. We definitely need more to keep up with the growth of chess in our state! We
look forward to announcing details of our premier event soon. 
Here is a link where tax-deductible donations can be made to the Tennessee Chess
Association: Donations

At the end of the day, we are all here because we have a love for the game, sport,
science, art form or whatever-you-considerate to be. It is definitely the number one
reason why I volunteer. We are also always on the lookout for great chess content to
include in our newsletter and on our site – but our web coordinator section of
organization is often overlooked, as it is a tedious and difficult task at times and the
chess content coming into our newsletter editor is limited to few contributors. Our
coordinators in all areas are overwhelmed and can use committees to assist. So get
with me to let me know how you can help our 100% Volunteer organization!

My congratulations to our K-12 State Team Champions in 2020! The tally this year
for state titles were: Memphis with 2, Knoxville and Nashville with 1 each (out of the
4 different sections). Anyone who has sat across the board from me knows that I take
the competition aspect of this sport fairly seriously and I want to promote healthy
competition amongst our regions of the state. So many congrats to the Memphis area
this year! I am looking forward to see who our state individual champs are and who
will be representing Tennessee this year at the National All-Girls Championship,
Denker High School of Championship, Barber Jr. High event and the inaugural
Rockefeller Championship for 5th graders and below. The State Championship events
take place on Saturday, March 21st at TN Tech University for Individuals and
Saturday March 28th for the Girls at UT Knoxville. Spectators are always welcome!
You can also check our social media pages for links to Live DGT broadcasts of the top
boards (another area we would love to see a financial contribution to improve by
adding more live DGT boards)!

I'll conclude with a lesson that I was teaching recently about an important concept
you see in all phases of the game: Pawn Square.

Black to move

(GM) PARAGUA - 
(FM) ANDREWS 
NORTH AMERICAN
OPEN (VEGAS), 2019

Although the game
eventually ended in a
draw, can you find the
winning move here that
Coach Todd missed
against this
Grandmaster?

The concept of the
"pawn square" to break
through and open lines
is very common
whether it is the
endgame, the creation
of a passed pawn or a

king side break through in the middle-game. We know the signifiance of the "lever" in
chess and this "double lever" assures lines will open! 1... c6! ( 1... bxc5 2. Bxc5 ...is
how the game continued in time pressure and later fizzled out to be a draw. ) 1. cxb6 (
1. bxc6 b5 2. Bd2 Kc7 3. Ke4 Kxc6 4. Bb4 h5 5. Kd3 Kd5 6. Ke3 Bd4+ 7. Kd3 Bxc5
...with the same type of winning position up two pawns. ) 2... cxb5 3. Ke4 Kb7 4. Kd3
h5 5. Kc2 Bf6 6. Kb3 Bd8 7. Kb4 Bxb6 8. Bd2 ( 7. Bxb6 Kxb6 ...is an easy win. ) 8...
Kc6 9. Be1 Bd4 10. Kb3 Kd5 11. Kb4 Ke4 12. Kxb5 Kf3 13. Kc4 Bf2 14. Ba5 Bxg3 15.
Kd4 Bxf4 ...and black wins easily with all the extra material.

White to move

VISWANATHAN ANAND -
MAGNUS CARLSEN

CARLSEN - ANAND WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 
SOCHI RUSSIA, 11.11.2014

Round 3- 1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3
d5 4. Nc3 Be7 5. Bf4 O-O 6. e3
Nbd7 7. c5 c6 8. Bd3 b6 9. b4 a5
10. a3 Ba6 (Diagram) How does
Anand use our concept today to
break through on the queen side?
11. Bxa6 Rxa6 12. b5

After 12. b5

... cxb5 13. c6 ...and now white has
a powerful passed pawn that will
be a constant issue for black to
deal with. 13... Qc8 14. c7 b4 15.
Nb5 a4 16. Rc1 Ne4 17. Ng5 Ndf6
18. Nxe4 Nxe4 19. f3 Ra5 20. fxe4
Rxb5 21. Qxa4 Ra5 22. Qc6 bxa3
23. exd5 Rxd5 24. Qxb6 Qd7 25.
O-O Rc8 26. Rc6 g5 27. Bg3 Bb4
28. Ra1 Ba5 29. Qa6 Bxc7 30. Qc4
e5 31. Bxe5 Rxe5 32. dxe5 Qe7 33.
e6 Kf8 34. Rc1 (1-0)

White to move

COACH TODD - INTERNET
PLAYER 
ONLINE GAME, 2020

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4
4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nc6 6.
Bc4 e6 7. Bb3 a6 8. Be3 Be7
9. Qe2 O-O 10. O-O-O Qc7
11. Rdg1 b5 12. g4 Bb7 13.
g5 Nd7 14. h4 Rac8 15. h5
Nc5 16. g6 Ne5 (Diagram)
17. h6 hxg6 18. hxg7 Kxg7
19. f4 Ned7 20. Bxe6 Nxe6
21. Nxe6+ fxe6 22. Qh5
Rh8 23. Qxg6+ Kf8 24.
Rxh8#

White to move

Black to move

The answers to the above puzzles coming in the next issue. To see more TN player
chess games, check out the latest issue of Chess Advocate created by TN Chess Hall of
Fame Committee Member and Chess Historian, Dwight Weaver. Follow this link:

http://www.memphischess.com/ChessAdvocateFeb2020.pdf

Top 10 Tennessee Chess Players

1. IM Ron Burnett 2396
2. Alex King 2372
3. FM Todd Andrews 2362
4. Graham Horobetz 2329
5. CM Forest Chen 2318
6. FM Peter Bereolos 2297
7. Logan Wu 2294
8. Mariano Sana 2159
9. Mark Ishee 2140

10. Sid Pickard 2127

For more US Chess Top 100 Rating Lists, visit www.uschess.org

Tennessee Chess Patrons and Membership

The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the current 2019 Patron and Life Members.
Without their contributions, much of what the TCA accomplishes would not be
possible.

2019 Patron Members: 
DAVID SNODGRASS 
PAUL SEMMES 
MICHAEL NATH 
SID PICKARD

Life Members: 
DR. MARTIN KATAHN 
PAT KNIGHT SMITH 
PETER LAHDE 
R. K. SHIMABUKURO

We need new Patrons for the 2020 year! The Tennessee Chess Association
appreciates those who help sponsor the game and offers tax-deductible memberships
to Patrons beginning at $100 per year. Membership for all levels will be for 12
calendar months (including the month membership is paid). To check your
membership expiration, please visit our current members page. Renew or join for as
little as $10 per year.

Click Here to Renew or Become a TCA Member Today!

Tennessee Chess Calendar

February 22, 2020 Percy Priest Scholastic Tournament @ Percy Priest Elementary
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February 22, 2020 Percy Priest Scholastic Tournament @ Percy Priest Elementary
School, Nashville

February 22, 2020 Brad's Chess Cookout @ 3185 Rocky Knob Road, Finger, TN

February 29, 2020 Regional Individual Scholastics

March 14, 2020 NCC Monthly Swiss @ Nashville Chess Center

March 21, 2020 State Individual Scholastics @ Tennessee Tech University

March 27, 2020 Making the Right Moves Seminar @ University of Tennessee
Dougherty Engineering Building, Knoxville

March 28, 2020 TN All-Girls Scholastic Chess Championship @ University of
Tennessee Perkins Hall, Knoxville

March 28, 2020 Lakeway Spring Open @ Lakeway Community Church, Morristown

April 18, 2020 Harry Sabine Memorial Chess Tournament @ Cumberland County
Community Complex, Crossville

April 25, 2020 NCC Monthly Swiss @ Nashville Chess Center

May 8-10, 2020 2020 National Elementary Championship @ Opryland Hotel,
Nashville

May 15-17, 2020 Tennessee Senior Open @ Fair Park Senior Center, Crossville

May 30, 2020 NCC Monthly Swiss @ Nashville Chess Center

Summer 2020 Nashville Chess Center Summer Chess Camps @ Nashville Chess
Center

June 7 - 13, 2020 Mid South Summer Chess Camp @ Memphis University School,
Memphis

July 18, 2020 Clinton H. Pearson, Jr. Memorial Chess Tournament @ Cumberland
County Complex, Crossville

August 15, 2020 Battleground Murfreesboro @ First Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, Murfreesboro

May 7-9, 2021 2021 SuperNationals VII @ Opryland Hotel, Nashville

April 8-10, 2022 2022 National High School Championship @ Memphis Cook
Convention Center, Memphis

Flyers and Forms

Bids and Announcements

Are you interested in bidding on one of these upcoming tournaments? We need
tournament organizers! Please send your bid including all proposed event details and
sample budget to the Board of Directors to be considered.

Deadline September 1, 2020- 2021 TN All-Girls State Championship 
Deadline September 1, 2020- 2021 TN Senior Open 
Deadline September 1, 2020- 2021 TN Winter Open 
Deadline September 1, 2020- 2021 TN Home School State Championship 
Deadline January 17, 2021 - 2021 TN Open State Chess Championship

The Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame Committee is now accepting nominations for
inductions to take place at the 2020 TN Open State Chess Championship. If you know
of someone who has made a lasting impact in Tennessee chess and you would like to
nominate them to the Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame, please send your nomination
and supporting information to a member of the Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame
Committee:

Ron Burnett rburn2500@aol.com 
Leonard Dickerson lsdick@tds.net 
Tiffany Elliott tiffany.elliott@comcast.net 
Alan Kantor carokantor05@yahoo.com 
Chris Prosser Regioniii@aol.com 
Dwight Weaver southaven@gmail.com

2019-2020 Board of Directors

President: FM Todd Andrews, nashvillechess@gmail.com 
Vice President: Mark Beatty, mrbeatty557@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com 
Scholastic Coordinator: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@charter.net 
Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com 
News Coordinator: Tiffany Andrews Elliott, tiffany.elliott@comcast.net 
Internet Coordinator: Jonathan Beatty, jonathan@beatty.xyz 
Tournament Coordinator: Vacant 
East Tennessee Director, Alan Kantor, carokantor05@yahoo.com 
Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com 
West Tennessee Director: Michael Robertson, MRobertson@Aeneas.com

If you're interested in serving on the TCA Board of Directors, please email the current
board members.

The Tennessee Chess News is the official publication of the Tennessee Chess
Association. Please share, distribute, and post this TCA publication as desired. To
share your own TN chess news, photos, events, games, etc., please email Newsletter
Coordinator, Tiffany Elliott. Thank you for reading and for supporting the Tennessee
Chess Association!
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