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TN Chess News

2017 TN Open

Friday Night Open Players Kicking Things Off!

Many thanks to Valor Collegiate Academy for once again hosting our Tennessee
Open State Championship and Scholastic State Championship. The events took
place at the Nashville Charter School over Labor Day weekend. There were 62
players in the Open Sections and 90 in Scholastics. 
We appreciate everyone who came out and supported Tennessee Chess. Please
send us your feedback on the events so we can make next year even better! And
the winners are:

 

http://valorcollegiate.org
mailto:info@tnchess.us
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/michael-barton-obituary?pid=1000000144824345&view=guestbook


2017 Tennessee Open State Co-Champions- IM Ron Burnett, FM Todd
Andrews, NM Alexander King, NM Forest Chen, NM Yuri Barnakov, and Sydney
Kong 
2017 Tennessee Expert- Timothy Bishop 
2017 Class A Champion- Lucas Pao 
2017 Class B Champion- Sydney Kong 
2017 Amateur Champion- James Hereford

2017 Class D Champion- Chris Martindale 
2017 Class E Champion- Eric Zhao 
2017 Class F Champion- John Macinnes 
2017 Tennessee Unrated Champion- David Green 
2017 High School First Place- William Spanier 
2017 Junior High First Place- Dhruv Chandra 
2017 Elementary First Place- Nicholas Ostroski 
2017 Primary First Place- Aaditya Saxena

Ground-breaking results for our Tennessee State Co-Champions! As the
tournament hall cleared out that Sunday afternoon, only a few of us were left
watching as the final games concluded. There was an excitement in the air as we
began to figure out what was happening. Not only is this the largest tie in our
state's history, but it's the first time we've had a female winner as well. Miss
Sydney Kong, age 12, is also the youngest player ever to obtain the title of
Tennessee State Co-Champion. She was the winner of the 2017 Tennessee All-
Girls Scholastic State Championship and our State Representative at the All-Girls
National Championship over the summer. Keep up the good work, Sydney! The
Tennessee Chess Association is so proud of your accomplishments and
dedication, and we look forward to watching your chess career blossom.

Full Results from the 2017 TN Open

http://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2017-TN-Open-Results-1.pdf


2017 Tennessee State Co-Champions: (left to right) Sydney Kong, FM Todd Andrews, IM Ron Burnett, NM
Alex King, Yuri Barnakov, and Forest Chen

Saturday Scholastic Players

Saturday Scholastic Players



The Primary Players Starting Final Round

Super Nationals VI
We missed a few Super Nationals Prize Winners in our last edition.
Congratulations to following Tennessee players and especially to the
Grahamwood Elementary Team taking first in their section:

K-12 Under 800 
2nd Place Individual, Edward "Bear" Moran of Oak Ridge High

K-3 Under 1000 
3rd Place Individual, Ehman Sandhu of Grahamwood Elementary 
4th Place Individual, Shubh Hosad of Granhamwood Elementary 
1st Place Team, Grahamwood Elementary School of Memphis

Mike Barton Memorial Tournament
By Dwight Weaver

The 7th Mike Barton Memorial Chess Tournament was held in Memphis at the
IBEW Local 474 on September 16-17, 2017. It was a good turnout despite
football, fall festivals, foot races, and fairs going on all around. There were 35



entrants with IM Ron Burnett winning first in the Open section.

Congratulations to the prize winners:

Ron Burnett– 1st Place Overall Open Section $610 
Devon Puckett– 2nd & 3rd Place-Open Section-tied $300 
Graham Horobetz– 2nd & 3rd Place-Open Section-tied $260 
Dannie Dong– 1st & 2nd Place-U1600 Section-tied $325 
Aneesh Achanta– 1st & 2nd Place U1600 Section tied $325 
A. Mehrotra– 3rd Place-U1600-tied $25 
J. Mehrotra– 3rd Place-U1600-tied $25 
Nitin Baligar– 3rd Place-U1600-tied $25 
Evan Wu– 3rd Place-U1600-tied $25

History of the Mike Barton Memorial:

This tournament came about by Mike having been a respected member of the
club since the 1980's, and having served as club president in 1993. He passed
away in 2002. On January 2, 2011, I wrote Carl Barton and Gary Pylant about an
October 2010 visit to the MCC by Gary Newsom. Here is a portion of the
correspondence. "Gary Newsom stopped by the club awhile back. He lives in
North Carolina now and never stopped playing chess. (He helped found the
current Queen City Chess Club which is now known as the Charlotte Chess
Center & Scholastic Academy) Mr. Newsom and Mike were friends from way
back. Gary Newsom was bothered that we did not have a "Mike Barton"
memorial tournament after Mike's passing. He said the club had given memorial
tournaments in many people's names, but not Mike. Mike did give a year of
service when he was elected president of the club in 1993. I (Dwight Weaver) quit
playing chess back in 2000 and just this past year (2010) started back. I
promised Mr. Newsom to check out why a memorial had not been organized, and
to see what I could do about it. April 24, 2011: To Memphis Club President Edgar
Davidson: This week the owners of Chess Central, a chess equipment company,
has offered us sponsorship for a "Mike Barton Memorial" tournament. They are
specific in having this tournament dedicated to honor Mike. The owners, Sid and
Janet Pickard, were long-time Memphis residents and were good friends of Mike.
Sid was also Memphis City Champion at one time. May 1, 2011: From Carl
Barton, Mike's brother: "I mentioned Sid and Janet's generosity to my Dad and
we have agreed to match the contribution on a yearly basis for the tournament."
Over the years, Carl Barton donated quite a bit to the tournament, and they
increased their donations over the past three years. He made a statement after I
gave him the results of this year's event. He said to me, "Thank you for taking the
lead on the 7 tournaments honoring Mike’s memory and love for chess. The
creation of the tournament made my Dad very happy and I also thank you for

https://www.charlottechesscenter.org/about
https://www.chesscentral.com


that. Given the current participation of Mike’s chess buddies, I think it is a good
time to stop. It has been a good run and Mike liked to quote the Gambler 'You've
got to know when to hold 'em. Know when to fold 'em'."



​Seated on the front left is Casey Hill, Graham Horobitz, & Dwight Weaver. On the right side, Ronald Burnett,
Devon Puckett, and Landon Tu

Graham Horobets vs. Devon Puckett (TD Gary
Pylant)

Om Badhe vs. Daniel Sheaf



Dwight Weaver vs. Landon Zhidi Tu

Front game: Shimera Paxton vs. Ryan Boyd Wu
Back game: Ranjan Ghimire vs. Jason Shen

Top Ten Tennessee Chess Players
IM Jake Kleiman 2480 
IM Ron Burnett 2427 
NM Curt Jones 2418 
FM Todd Andrews 2391 
NM Alex King 2334 
NM Graham Horobetz 2297 
NM Yuri Barnakov 2281 
NM Dean Lee 2261 
NM Paul Harless 2255 
NM Forest Chen 2238

Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame
The Tennessee Chess Association proudly honors individuals who have made a
significant contribution to chess in Tennessee either through their
accomplishments over the board, or through their efforts at organizing, and/or
promoting chess activity in Tennessee. If you know of someone you would like to
nominate to the Tennessee Chess Hall of Fame, please contact the TCA Board
of Directors. Nominations can only be made by TCA members and must include
supporting documentation. The deadline is March 31, 2018 for the current term.
Inductions will take place at the 2018 Tennessee Open Labor Day weekend.



Newsletter Archives
By: Tiffany Elliott 
We've been busy here at TCA trying to digitize our history as told through past
newsletters. It all started in 1959 when the first newsletter was written by Mr. Rice
A. Pierce. Now, 58 years later, our goal is to display them all. We are storing our
entire collection of past newsletters over on our website for your online viewing
pleasure. This is an ongoing task as you will see, and it would be much more
slow-going without the help of the amazing Dwight Weaver, The Memphis Chess
Club, and IM Ron Burnett. Thank you all for your help with this enormous task!
Another thank you goes to Mr. Leonard Dickerson. He shared his collection with
us which includes most if not all of the 90s and 00s which is my next task of
scanning and uploading. If you have issues you see we're still missing in the
coming months, please consider scanning them in as a pdf file and sending them
our way. Issues could also be borrowed, scanned here, and sent back. The rich
history stored in these publications is priceless. We're very happy to be able to
finally share them all with you.

Patron Members
The TCA wishes to send special thanks to the 2016-2017 Patron Members.
Without their contributions, much of what the TCA accomplishes would not be
possible.

DR. MARTIN KATAHN 
PAT KNIGHT SMITH 
PETER LAHDE 
PAUL SEMMES 
R. K. SHIMABUKURO 
MICHAEL NATH

Chess Puzzle

http://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/TCN-January-February-1959.pdf
http://tnchess.us/?page_id=688
http://www.memphischess.com


Remove the Defender!

White to Move

From Alexander King-Michael Guthrie 
2017 Tennessee Open State Championship

Solution in Games Below

Games Provided by Tennessee State Co-Champion, Alexander King

http://view.chessbase.com/cbreader/2017/11/25/Game510640093.html




December 2, 2017 Middle Tennessee Scholastic Championship and Open Chess
Tournament @ Central Magnet School, Murfreesboro, TN 
January 5-7, 2018 3rd Annual Smoky Mountain Chess Tournament 
@ Dollywood's DreamMore Resort, Pigeon Forge, TN 
January 15, 2018 MLK Jr. Chess Camp and Tournament 
@ Nashville Chess Center, Nashville, TN 
January 27, 2018 TN Regional Scholastic State Qualifiers 
February 10, 2018 3rd Annual Ron Seaney Memorial Tournament 
@ Percy Priest Elementary, Nashville, TN 
February 17, 2018 TN Scholastic Individual State Championship 
@ TN Tech University, Cookeville, TN 
February 19, 2018 President's Day Chess Camp and Tournament 
@ Nashville Chess Center, Nashville, TN 
March 3, 2018 TN Scholastic Team Regional State Qualifiers 
March 24, 2018 TN Scholastic Team State Championship 
@ TN Tech University, Cookeville, TN 
April 14, 2018 TN All-Girls State Championship 
@ Nashville Chess Center, Nashville, TN 
May 11-13, 2018 2018 National Elementary Championship 
@ Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN

For more chess events: 
www.chattanoogachess.org 
www.nashvillechess.org 
www.memphischess.com 
www.knoxvillechess.org 
www.cumberlandcountychess.org 
www.jacksontnchessclub.org 
www.shelbycountychess.com 
www.uschess.org

http://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/MidTnTourn2017.pdf
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.nashvillechess.org
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.nashvillechess.org
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.tnchess.us
http://www.uschess.org
http://www.chattanoogachess.org
http://www.nashvillechess.org
http://www.memphischess.com
http://www.knoxvillechess.org
http://www.cumberlandcountychess.org
http://www.jacksontnchessclub.org
http://www.shelbycountychess.com/home.html
http://www.uschess.org




http://tnchess.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/3rd_Annual_Smoky_Mountain_Chess__Tournament.pdf


Email TCA Board of Directors
President: Alan Kleiman, akleiman12@gmail.com 
Vice President: Paul Semmes, PaulSemmes@charter.net 
Tournament Coordinator: Christy Kirchner, c.kirchner@hotmail.com 
Treasurer: Angela McElrath-Prosser, TCAnews@aol.com 
Scholastic Coordinator: Harry D. Sabine, hdsabine@citlink.net 
Internet Coordinator: NM Alex King, snarkusmusic@gmail.com 
News Coordinator: Tiffany Andrews Elliott, tiffany.elliott@comcast.net 
East Tennessee Director, Alan Kantor, carokantor05@yahoo.com 
Middle Tennessee Director: IM Ron Burnett, rburn2500@aol.com 
West Tennessee Director: Michael Robertson, MRobertson@Aeneas.com 
Secretary/Membership: Chris Prosser, Regioniii@aol.com

Bids

mailto:akleiman12@gmail.com
mailto:PaulSemmes@charter.net
mailto:c.kirchner@hotmail.com
mailto:TCAnews@aol.com
mailto:hdsabine@citlink.net
mailto:snarkusmusic@gmail.com
mailto:tiffany.elliott@comcast.net
mailto:carokantor05@yahoo.com
mailto:rburn2500@aol.com
mailto:MRobertson@Aeneas.com
mailto:Regioniii@aol.com


Deadline January 21, 2018- 2018 TN Open State Championship 
Deadline September 2, 2018- 2019 TN All-Girls State Championship 
Deadline September 2, 2018- 2019 TN Senior Open

Membership

Support Tennessee Chess! Become a TCA Member today! Renew or join for as
little as $10 per year or consider a Patron Membership to really make an impact.
Click here for more information. Please share, distribute, and post this TCA
publication as desired. To share your own TN chess news, photos, events, and
games, please email Newsletter Coordinator, Tiffany Elliott. Thank you for
supporting the Tennessee Chess Association!
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